Scottish Working Group on Official Publications (SWOP)
Minutes of meeting held 2.00pm on 12 February 2009 
at St Augustine’s Church, George IV Bridge, Edinburgh
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	NLS (Liaison / Membership)
	Elizabeth
	McHugh
	UHI M Institute

	Alan
	McAdams
	MacRoberts
	
	
	Fiona
	McParland
	RR Donnelley
	

	Karen
	O'Brien
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	SG
	
	
	Janet
	Peattie
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	Sharron
	Wilson
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	Spratt
	SP
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	Wright
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	SG
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Jan
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	NLS
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Kirsteen
	Valenti
	Glasgow Univ
	

	
	
	
	
	
	Valerie
	Wells
	Stirling Univ (Chair)


1. Minutes of the previous meetings (AGM 27 November 2008 and 4 September 2008) – were approved.

2. Matters arising from 4 September 2008 minutes:

2.1.  Re 3:  Treasurer clarified that £1725 is being held temporarily in NLS account. It will transfer to SWOP’s account shortly.

2.2.  Re 4.1:  SPICe’s new Bailey Solutions LMS is due for data testing on 16 February.  A final date has not yet been set for transfer of data from the existing SirsiDynix Horizon system.
2.3.  Re 5.1: A schedule for publication of bound volumes has not yet been issued but RR Donnelley are catching up with the bound volumes backlog.  SWOP to follow progress.

2.4.  Re 5.2: Postage and packing charges on SG free publications, which are no longer paid for under the SG contract, are currently being levied and retained by Blackwells, RR Donnelley’s agent.  There are no further details of the effect of charges on the demand for SG publications.

2.5.  Re 5.3: Proof-reading of SG Publications List for 2005 is being carried out by SG’s Information Management Unit.  Corrected proofs should be with RR Donnelley at end of February.  No response was received to the letter sent to SG’s Communications Directorate.

2.6.  Re 7.1: OPSI are speaking to BIALL re updating the Statute law Database and there is likely to be further consultation on how best to progress this matter.  It was noted that the core SLD data needs to be updated.
2.7.  Re 7.2:  No report was received.  The meeting was unsure whether Fiona McParland had attended the conference.   
2.8.  Re 7.3:  Dawn will check with Alan Pawsey re publishing the survey results on the web site.  [Dawn provided an update after the meeting: OPSI e-Services is currently working to devise a user-friendly format for showing the work undertaken towards the planned development of the websites and the results of the survey carried out in support of this, including background information and the personae that will be used for the development.  It is anticipated that it will take approximately three weeks to generate a web format for this information.]

3. Matters arising from 27 November 2008 minutes:

3.1.  Re 11.1:  Chair circulated SWOP Activities after the meeting.  Included in the draft minutes of the meeting.
4. Treasurer’s Report – attached Annex 1
4.1.  An increase in the bank balance is expected – see 2.1 above. The Treasurer reminded members that her tenure will expire in June 2011 when she ceases to be SCURL Service Development Manager.

5. Scottish Parliament Report – attached Annex 2
5.1.  Correction – SP report should read “3rd July 2007 to 2nd April 2008 Bibliography to be published by RR Donnelley hopefully by April, 2009”

5.2.  The publication schedule for annual lists of SP publications should therefore be back on schedule by the end of 2009.
6. RR Donnelley Report – attached Annex 3
6.1.  The SP Bibliography for 2005-2006 was received by SWOP members

6.2.  No dates yet scheduled for the publication of the SP bound volume backlog.

6.3.  The Chair reminded members that they can add their names for receipt of RR Donnelley’s daily, weekly, and monthly Scottish Official Publications Lists.
6.4.  SPICe is experiencing difficulty capturing the increasing numbers of web-only SP publications.  Links to the web site locations of SP publications are included in SPICe catalogue records but they are not recorded at all if electronic only publications.  SG Information Management Unit similarly only catalogues and holds print publications in a master set with the SG web site being seen as the primary catalogue for SG web only publications.

6.5.  Chair noted the SCURL Scottish Collections policy paper aims to help share physical stock overflows between libraries to ensure a master copy remains available somewhere. Efforts are being made to address the need for a union catalogue to manage this scenario since Suncat seems inadequate.  Similar attempts at union catalogues covering UK government libraries were unsuccessful. 

7. TSO Report – attached Annex 4
7.1.  The TSO Bookshop in Lothian Road, Edinburgh, is closing.  Ron Wilson will leave at the end of February. The office is moving to Rutland Square, where British Standards and a mapping facility will still be available.  TSO’s Belfast, Norwich and Parliamentary Publishing (London) operations will continue as usual. 

8.  TNA / OPSI / OQPS Report – attached Annex 5
8.1.  The SSI statistics on the OPSI website were incorrect because they were calculated on the wrong dates.  This has now been corrected.

8.2.  The integration of Statute Law Database staff and operations with TNA has been achieved.
8.3.   Power of Information Taskforce Report (beta) gives OPSI a stronger role.  Extension to consultation deadline sought to allow SWOP to reply.  Dawn to check if this will be possible. [After the meeting Dawn reported: It has not been possible to have an extension to the published deadline granted.  However, the Secretariat of the taskforce has promised to ensure that SWOP’s recommendations are seen by the taskforce if these are submitted by the end of next week (20 February 2009).   If SWOP wishes to send these to me, I will ensure that they are progressed through the taskforce Secretariat.  Otherwise, individual members are encouraged to submit their thoughts in accordance with the published deadline]. Please send views / comments to the Secretary by Friday 20 February.

8.4.  Semantic web tools introduced for London Gazette – supports trusted external linking for related information.  “Semwebbing” applications may be more widely used in future.  [Other practical applications of the semantic web are described in the latest NESC News http://www.nesc.ac.uk/news/newsletter/NeSC_news_Jan_Feb_09.pdf.] 
9. SWOP Activities

9.1.  Chair suggested the brief SWOP Business Committee (BC) minutes should be circulated to all members in future.  This was agreed.

9.2.  Web Continuity developments – Fiona Laing reported on a meeting with Amanda Spencer re the issue of the TNA project not extending to Scotland.  NLS has agreement to act as repository for SG web sites and, separately, for SG electronic publications, but the Memorandum of Agreement is not legally binding.  The SP web site and SP publications are not yet covered.  The NLS’s trusted digital repository will retain independently archived copies of publications and will catalogue them as the basis of a hosted public access repository service.  Once the repository in place it is hoped broken links on the SG web site can be restored using same technology as the TNA project.  Paul Cunnea and Fiona will meet Susan Corrigal of NAS for further discussions.  Some government bodies such as SEPA send their electronic publications to NLS as part of voluntary deposit system.  These are often received as email attachments.  Fiona will contact SEPA to formalise their system.  Fiona confirmed NLS have no plans to impose any restrictions for business use of the repository.  The Chair noted that COSMIC had become Digital Access Scotland and focused on the digital resources held by Archives, Galleries and Museums as well as Libraries, since web continuity is now critical for them all.  It has a strategic group aiming to establish a common set of metadata standards for use by all participants.
9.3.  Interpretation and Legislative Reform Bill consultation – SWOP will respond by 12 April.  Please send any views or comments to Valerie Wells, who will draft a Swop response for circulation to members before finalising. Activity in the area of consultations is also seen as a way of publicising SWOP’s existence and its role.
9.4.  Managing Access to Government Information Collaboratively (MAGIC) project – A final version of the report for this HEFC supported project is expected in May.  SWOP will comment when the final version is published.

9.5.  SWOP Seminars / Events
9.5.1. Made in Scotland – material has been issued to gauge interest and price levels – expected to run on 7 May at St Mary Street, Edinburgh with max. 15 students at a cost of approx. £70 each.  The Working group hopes to run the course in Aberdeen and elsewhere in future.
9.5.2. SWOP members are invited to submit topics, ideas, and names of expert speakers for possible future seminars.  An autumn seminar is a possibility.

9.5.3. An event to celebrate 10 Years of Devolution as well as the year of Homecoming, could take the place of the usual November AGM.  It might involve bringing back a number of people such as Janet Seaton (ex SPICe), Rob Philip (NLW), George Woodman (NI Assembly), and Peter Griffiths (CILIP).  Treasurer will investigate whether funding would be available from IFLA and / or SLIC.  Any thoughts on how to develop this idea would be welcomed by the Business Committee.
9.5.4. SWOP will continue to be represented at the Edinburgh Libraries Fair
9.5.5. Any ideas for SWOP participation in the Festival of Politics during the Edinburgh Festival would be welcome.

9.6.  The Chair noted that membership of the SWOP BC is in no way exclusive and invited members to nominate themselves to assist with the BC’s work.  

9.7.  AOCB 

9.7.1. SWOP Directory and mailing list are updated by Fiona Laing sending updates to Kay Munro.  Kay is currently involved with updating the Glasgow University web site. There may be some delays with recent changes.

9.7.2.  Edna suggested the BC should develop a clear marketing strategy to raise the profile of SWOP, using similar ideas to the strategy being used at the SP.
9.7.3. Suggestions for speakers at future SWOP meetings would be welcomed by the BC.

9.8.  Next Meeting

9.8.1.  The next SWOP meeting on will be held on 14 May, probably at Stirling University.  

9.8.2. It was suggested that it might improve attendance if the BC arranged a minibus to take members from Stirling Rail Station to the campus. 

VISIT TO THE FACULTY OF ADVOCATES LIBRARY
Tour led by Andrea Longson (Senior Librarian) and Sharron Wilson
Following the meeting, members visited the Advocates Library, in Parliament Square.  We gathered in huge and impressive Parliament Hall, beneath the massive stained glass window and alongside the statue of Sir Walter Scott, while advocates and their clients walked in pairs speaking quietly.  Andrea provided a handout and told us about the history of the building, the role of the Faculty, and the functions carried out by the Library.   The Voyager LMS is used, as in the NLS. The Library catalogues to MARC, AACR2 and Library of Congress classification standards.  About 4300 new items and 470 rare books are added to the catalogue each year. We then toured the study areas, where the laptops were out in force beneath high shelves of vellum.    The Library working area was explained, along with the methods of processing the legal deposit material received via the NLS.  The Library is structured into four sections – bibliographic services, reader services, court papers, and periodicals. The purchase and processing of journals and paper update services was  discussed.  The customers still have ahigh demand for paper resources although online legal resources are also available. In the lower floor beneath Parliament Hall we found devils devilling with their laptops and Andrea had provided display cases to show us some of the incunabula held by the Library.  The library also operates from several other locations in Edinburgh as well as the High Court in Glasgow’s Saltmarket.  Members thanked Andrea and Sharron for providing a very useful and insightful visit.
===========
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SWOP Meeting

12th February 2009.

 St Augustine’s Church, George IV Bridge, Edinburgh

Treasurer’s Report
The balance in the current account at 6th February 2009 is £2281.70.

There has been no expenditure since July 2008 and the 52p income from June 2008 in the current account balance reflects Gross Credit interest to 31st December 2008.

Jill Evans

Treasurer of SWOP

6th February 2009.

(SCURLSWOPBC120209TreasurerReport)
Jill Evans
Service Development Manager
Scottish Confederation of University and Research Libraries
National Library of Scotland
Causewayside Building
33 Salisbury Place
Edinburgh
EH9 1SL
 

T: 0131 623 3940
M: 07931459292
E: j.evans@nls.uk
F: 0131 623 3984
http://scurl.ac.uk   The SCURL Service Development Manager post is jointly funded by SLIC and the NLS. 
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SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT REPORT TO SWOP MEETING – 

12th February 2009

New Leaflet and reports

Making the Scottish Parliament Work For You – 
In January the SP launched the new engagement leaflet called Making the Scottish Parliament Work For You. It has been produced in English and Gaelic. 
Other language version (Arabic, Bengali, Chinese (traditional), Punjabi, Polish and Urdu) due for launch by end of March.

Scottish Parliament Environmental Annual Report – A report addressing the environmental management, energy, waste, paper, travel, ecological and carbon footprints of the building and its users.
Scottish Parliament Bibliography

3rd July 2007 to 2nd April 2007 Bibliography to be published by RR Donnelley hopefully by April 2008.

The 2007 to 2008 Bibliography will hopefully be collated, proofed and published by December 2009, bringing the Scottish Parliament Bibliography production up to date.

Edna Stirrat, 

Collections Officer

Room CG-01

The Scottish Parliament Information Centre (SPICe)

Edinburgh

EH99 1SP
Tel:
0131 348 5360,       E-mail:
edna.stirrat@scottish.parliament.uk
Annex 3

RR Donnelley Report for SWOP Meeting 12th February 2009 

Scottish Parliament Publications

Since the last SWOP meeting the Scottish Parliament has published the following Bills:

1)
Disabled Persons' Parking Places (Scotland) Bill: [As Amended at Stage 2].(Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 10A, 2008 (Session 3). - 9781406148725 (£2.10)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

2)
Disabled Persons' Parking Places (Scotland) Bill: Marshalled List of Amendments for Stage 2. - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 10-ML, 2008 (Session 3) - 9781406148619 (£3.00)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

3)
Disabled Persons' Parking Places (Scotland) Bill: Marshalled List of Amendments for Stage 2.- (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 10-ML (Revised), 2008 (Session 3). - 9781406148671 (£0.30)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

4)
Damages (Asbestos-Related Conditions) (Scotland) Bill: Marshalled List of Amendments for Stage 2. - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 12-ML, 2008 (Session 3. - 9781406147926 (£0.30)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

5)
Scottish Parliamentary Pensions Bill: As Amended at Stage 2. - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 14A, 2008 (Session 3 - 9781406148190 (£9.00)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

6)
Scottish Parliamentary Pensions Bill: Marshalled List of Amendments for Stage 2. (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 14-ML, 2008 (Session 3) - 9781406148077 (£0.60)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

7)
Climate Change (Scotland) Bill: As Introduced. - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 17, 2008 (Session 3) - 9781406148213 (£6.60)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

8)
Climate Change (Scotland) Bill: Explanatory Notes (and other accompanying documents). - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 17-EN, 2008 (Session 3) - 9781406148244 (£8.70)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm     

9)
Climate Change (Scotland) Bill: Policy Memorandum.- (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 17-PM, 2008 (Session 3). - 9781406148251 (£6.30)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

10)
Budget (Scotland) (No.2) Bill: [As Introduced].-(Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 18, 2008 (Session 3) - 9781406148992 (£3.60)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

11)
Budget (Scotland) (No.2) Bill: Accompanying Documents. - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 18-AD, 2008 (Session 3) - 9781406149005 (£0.30)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

12)
Health Boards (Membership and Elections) (Scotland) Bill: [As amended at stage 2]. - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 13 A, 2009 (Session 3)- 9781406150056 (£2.10)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

13)
Health Boards (Membership and Elections) (Scotland) Bill: Marshalled List of Amendments for Stage 2. (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 13-ML, 2009 (Session 3) - 9781406149937 (£1.20)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

14)
Arbitration (Scotland) Bill: [As Introduced]. (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 19, 2009 (Session 3) - 9781406149821 (£7.20) http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

15)
Arbitration (Scotland) Bill: Explanatory Notes (and other accompanying documents). - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 19-EN, 2009 (Session 3) - 9781406149807 (£6.00)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

16)
Arbitration (Scotland) Bill: Policy Memorandum - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 19-PM, 2009 (Session 3) - 9781406149814 (£6.90)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

17)
Budget (Scotland) (No.3) Bill: [As Introduced]. - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 20, 2009 (Session 3). - 9781406149760 (£3.60)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

22)
Budget (Scotland) (No.3) Bill: Accompanying Documents. - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 20-AD, 2009 (Session 3) - 9781406149784 (£0.30)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

23)
Scottish Local Government (Elections) Bill: [As Introduced]. - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 21, 2009 (Session 3) - 9781406149968 (£0.60)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

24)
Scottish Local Government (Elections) Bill: Explanatory Notes (and other accompanying documents). - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 21-EN, 2009 (Session 3) - 9781406149975 (£1.50)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

25)
Scottish Local Government (Elections) Bill: Policy Memorandum. - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 21-PM, 2009 (Session 3) - 9781406149982 (£0.90)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

26)
Scottish Parliamentary Pensions Bill [As amended at stage 2] Supplementary Explanatory Notes. (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 14A - EN, Session 3 (2009). - 9781406149319 (£0.90)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills              

27)
Standards, Procedures and Public Appointments Committee 1st Report, 2009 (Session 3): Members' Bills - cut-off date for introduction / Procedures and Public Appointments Committee Scotland. Parliament. Standards. - (Scottish Parliament Papers, SP Paper 205, 1st Report, 2009 (Session 3)- 9781406149883 (£5.70) http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees           

28)
Passage of the Charities and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Bill 2004. -(Scottish Parliament Passage of Bills, SPPB 83, 2004 (Session 2) - 9781406146974 (£85.00)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills          

29)
Passage of the Transport (Scotland) Bill 2004: Introduction and Stage 1. – (Scottish Parliament Passage of Bills, SPPB 84 (Vol.1), 2004 (Session 2)- 9781406147766 (£65.00)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills          

30)
Passage of the Transport (Scotland) Bill 2004: Volume 2: Stages 2 and 3. – (Scottish Parliament Passage of Bills, SPPB 84 (Vol.2), 2004 (Session 2). - 9781406147766 (£65.00)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills          
There has been the normal publication schedule of Written Answers, Business Bulletins and other core documents of the Scottish Parliament.  The Scottish Parliament was in recess from 21st December until the 4th January 2009.

Scottish Parliament Bibliography 2005-06

 The Scottish Parliament bibliography was published at the end of July. It contains full bibliographic details of the published output of the Scottish Parliament between July 2005 and June 2006.  SWOP members should have received their copies.
Scottish Parliament Passage of Bills

An outline schedule for the series is given below. Please note there have been delays with the publication of the bill bound volumes as the volumes have become larger. We will endeavour to keep you updated on publication dates when they become known.

	Job Title
	 
	Page Content
	Cost
	Publication Date

	SPPB 85
	Smoking, Health and Social Care (Scotland) Bill 2004
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 86
	Management of Offenders etc. (Scotland) Bill 2005
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 87
	Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Bill 2005
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 88
	Licensing (Scotland) Bill 2005
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 89
	Housing (Scotland) Bill 2005
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 90
	Family Law (Scotland) Bill 2005
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 91
	Joint Inspection of Children’s Service and Inspections of Social Services (Scotland Bill) 2005
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 92
	Human Tissue (Scotland) Bill 2005
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 93
	Budget (Scotland) (No.3) Bill 2006
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 94
	Scottish Schools (Parental Involvement) Bill 2005
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 95
	Senior Judiciary (Vacancies and Incapacity) (Scotland) Bill 2006 
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 96
	Police, Public Order and Criminal Justice (Scotland) Bill 2005
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 97
	Animal Health and Welfare (Scotland) Bill 2005
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 98
	Interests of Members of the Scottish Parliament Bill 2005
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 99
	Local Electoral Administration and Registration Services (Scotland) Bill 2005
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc


	SPPB 100
	Tourist Boards (Scotland) Bill 2006
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 101
	Scottish Commissioner for Human Rights Bill 2005
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 102
	Planning etc. (Scotland) Bill 2005
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 103
	St Andrew’s Day Bank Holiday (Scotland) Bill 2005
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 104
	Bankruptcy and Diligence etc. (Scotland) Bill 2005 
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 105
	Adoption and Children (Scotland) Bill 2006
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 106
	Legal Profession and Legal Aid (Scotland) Bill 2006
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 107
	Criminal Proceedings etc. (Reform) Scotland) Bill 2006
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 108
	Crofting Reform etc. Bill 2006
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 109
	Transport and Works (Scotland) Bill 2006
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 110
	Budget (Scotland) (No.4) Bill 2007
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 111
	Adult Support and Protection (Scotland) Bill 2006
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 112
	Prostitution (Public Places) Scotland) Bill 2006
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 113
	Aquaculture and Fisheries (Scotland) Bill 2006
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 114
	Christmas Day and New Year’s Day Trading (Scotland) Bill 2006
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 115
	Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Bill 2006
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 116
	Schools (Health Promotion and Nutrition) (Scotland) Bill 2006
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 117
	Custodial Sentences and Weapons (Scotland) Bill 2006
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc

	SPPB 118
	Rights of Relatives to Damages (Mesothelioma) (Scotland) Bill 2006
	tbc
	tbc
	tbc


Scottish Government Publications

Given the large number of Scottish Government titles published since the last SWOP meeting, I have not listed them all here.  However, as well as being published on the Scottish Government website, all titles appear on the RR Donnelley Scottish Official Daily Listing, which many of you are already receiving.  

The following table provides an indication of the number of printed and online Scottish Government publications published between December 2008 – February 2009. 

	
	Printed
	Online

	December


	42
	119

	January


	29
	84

	February (as at 9th February)


	20
	10


*Online statistics include both Web-only publications and those produced in both electronic and printed formats.  

If you, or any colleagues, are not currently receiving the RR Donnelley Daily, Weekly or Monthly Listings and would like to be added to the contacts list, please contact registerdetails@rrd.com.  

Postage and packaging charges on Scottish Government publications

On the 1st April 2008 the Scottish Government introduced postage and packaging charges on all Government publications available through Blackwell’s.  These charges have been introduced in line with 

recent policy changes, details of which can be found on the Scottish Government website (news release 28/01/2008).  The charges are shown below:

	Number of items
	Method of delivery
	Cost

	1
	Royal Mail 1st Class
	£2.50

	2 - 10 items
	Royal mail 1st Class
	£4.50

	11 - 35 items
	DHL Recorded
	£5.50

	36 - 70 items
	DHL Recorded
	£11.00

	71 - 100 items
	DHL Recorded
	£16.50


Scottish Government Bibliography

The Scottish Government Publications list for 2005 is currently out with the Scottish Government for proofing. Unfortunately, due to the pressure of work currently experienced in the Scottish Government, we do not have a date for feedback on any amendments or for final approval. We are therefore unable to give an indication of the date for publication at this stage. We will update SWOP members as soon as we any further information.

Annex 4
[image: image5.jpg](TSO

information & publishing solutions




TSO Scotland

71 Lothian Road

Edinburgh

EH3 9AZ

Telephone    0870 606 5566
Facsimile      0870 606 5588

enquiries@tsoscotland.com

TSO REPORT FOR SWOP MEETING – 

12th February 2009


Between the last SWOP meeting (on 27th November 2008) and 12th February there have been no ASPs or ASP ENs published.

There has been a total of 108 Scottish Statutory Instruments published since the last SWOP meeting. There were 66 corresponding Explanatory Notes uploaded to the OPSI website.

Please note that from 16 February 2009 TSO Scotland will have relocated to our new offices at 26 Rutland Square, Edinburgh EH1 2BW.  Our personal phone and email contact details will remain the same.

Shona Struthers

Legislation and Parliamentary Publishing Manager
Tel: +44 (0)131 659 7034

Fax: +44 (0)870 606 5588

Email: shona.struthers@tso.co.uk
Web: www.tso.co.uk
Online orders: www.tsoshop.co.uk
Annex 5
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Office of the Queen’s Printer for Scotland 

Report for the meeting of the Scottish Working Group on Official Publications on 12 February 2009
This report supplements the OPSI Legislation and Website Reports

for December 2008.

1. 
Statute Law Database

1.1
Responsibility for the Statute Law Database transferred to The National Archives on 15 December 2008 where it is now operating alongside the existing HMSO Legislation Publishing functions. It is planned to consult with BIALL about the future development of the database.

1.2
Plans are already well advanced for bringing together all legislation published on the OPSI and the Statute Law Database websites on a new www.legislation.gov.uk website. Expected launch date for the new website is early 2010.

2.
OPSI and OQPS websites

2.1
Links to EU legislation were added to the html versions of SIs where they implement European Regulations, Decisions and Directives into UK law. Initially this has been applied to 2007 and 2008 SIs but will gradually be rolled-back and applied to all other SIs held in html format on the website. 

2.2 
We shall be launching on the OQPS website next week links from the Explanatory Notes to Acts to the Acts themselves. This will enable a user to click on the explanation of a section within the EN through to the text of the Act itself. This is the first stage of a project to improve linking between Acts and Explanatory Notes with the launch expected in April of a full interweaving between the Act and the EN.  When this is implemented users will be able to click on a button alongside a section, sub-section or Schedule of an Act and display on the screen the relevant text from the explanatory note. A screen shot of how this may look is at Annex A to this report.

3.
Consultation on the Interpretation and Legislative Reform Bill 

3.1 SWOP will be considering this topic as a separate item on the agenda. It might be helpful therefore if we set out our initial thoughts in relation to the arrangements for publication of Scottish legislation.

3.2
As SWOP will be aware we already take steps to publish new ASPs on the website as soon as we are aware that Royal Assent has been given and we have received the authorised texts from the Scottish Parliament. This invariably means that publication on the website takes place the day after Royal Assent. Printed copies are generally published several days later. In the case of Scottish SIs these are currently published on the website at the same time that printed copies are made available. The intention would be that we should similarly publish all SSIs on the website as soon as possible after the SSI has been laid before the Scottish Parliament or if, the SSI does not require to be laid, as soon as we have the authorised texts. Again, printed copies would be made available to those who require them within a few days of publication on the website. 

4.
The Power of Information Review

4.1
The big news item in relation to re-use of Public sector information is the publication of the beta version of a report from the Power of Information Taskforce. The taskforce was set the following terms of reference:
‘To advise and assist the government on delivering benefit to the public from new developments in digital media and the use of citizen- and state-generated information in the UK, including those identified in the Power of Information Review.
The Taskforce will consider the following sub questions:
How can government further catalyse more beneficial creation and sharing of knowledge, and mutual support, between citizens?
What more can and should be done to improve the way government and its agencies publish and share non personal information?
Are there any further notable information opportunities or shortfalls in sectors outside government that those sectors could work to rectify?’
The report has been published in beta before it is handed formally to the Government.  The taskforce wanted to give the community that has contributed to their work the chance to make suggestions while the report is in draft.  The report which is available at: http://poit.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/poit/ is available for comment until 16 February after which the taskforce will consider the views raised, adapt the report if it think it helps makes the case to the Government and hand it in to the Cabinet Office.
4.2
 The Taskforce makes a series of recommendations which are detailed at Annex B.

5.
The London Gazette and RDF

5.1
As of 6 January 2009 the three most common notice types in The London Gazette are being published on a daily basis using RDF: Corporate Insolvency, Personal Legal and Partnerships. 1000s of notices are now semantically enabled.

5.2
Four more notice types are in progress (Transport, Planning, Environment and Water) due for launch by March. More types of notice (there’s 250!) are set to be unlocked (e.g. Awards and Honours, Bank of England Money Supply, Public Borrowing etc.)‏
5.3
Further information about RDF and semantically webbing the London Gazette can be found in the extract from a paper produced by Jeni Tennison of TSO and John Sheridan of OPSI (at Annex C) – further information about which can be found at http://2008.xtech.org/public/schedule/detail/528
Alan Pawsey

11 February 2009 

ANNEX A

Example of Act and Explanatory Note Interweaving
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Discussion Forums () The purpose of a register of town or vilage greens is—
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3 Content of registers
(1) The land registered as cornmon land in a register of common land is, subject to this Part, to be— Hide

Subsection (1) provides that the land registered under section 2(1) is to be the same land as was registered as comrmon land under
the 1985 Act, together with any other land registered under Part 1 of the Act. In other words, the register of comman land will contain
all the entries that were previously registered in it under the 1965 Act, together with further entries that may be registered in the future
in accordance with the new provisions in the Act. Sirmilar princigles are applied to land registered under section 2(2) in the register of
town or village greens (subsection (2))
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(8 such other land as may be so registered in it under this Part

@) The rights of common registered in a register of common land or town or village greens are, subject to this Part, to Hide
be—

Subsection (3) provides that the rights of common registered are to be the same rights as were registered under the 1985 Act,
together with any other rights registered under Part 1. Subsection (4) identifies the information about a right of common which must
appear in the cormmons registers, and subsection (5) enables reguiations to be made requiring or permitting other information to be
included in the registers, including matters to be noted in the registers. For example, regulations made under the 1965 Act enabled
applications to be made to the commons registration authority to note in the register a claim to certain private rights and interests in
respect of registered land (such as easements and mineral rights), and enabled the commons registration authority itselfto note the
existence of certain matters affecting the public interest in comman land (such as limitations on a fight of public access imposed
under section 193(1)(b) of the Law of Property Act 125)
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ANNEX B

Power of Information Taskforce Report - Recommendations

Recommendation 1
As a matter of course, public servants should be active in online peer support forums concerned with their areas of work, be it education specialists in parenting forums or doctors in health forums. Public bodies should investigate and publish lists of the major forums and other discussion sites within their areas of responsibility and engage with these following a published plan.  A cross-governmental list of such sites and set of Departmental plans should be published by Cabinet Office by Q3 2009 with a follow up report on progress in Q1 2010.  This builds on the enabling work advised by the Taskforce on the publication of social media guidance for civil servants.

Recommendation 2
Public servants will require adequate internet access to take part in social media as part of their job.  The Cabinet Office should work with staff involved in setting access rules and issue guidance.

Recommendation 3
Government should encourage and assist the development of capability outside government in online empowerment or mutual support for public service outcomes, particularly in the Third Sector.  It should also address the issue of those online organisations or people which are delivering clear, highly leveraged social value but which do not have a sustainable funding model.  HMT and Cabinet Office, particularly the Office of the Third Sector should bring forward proposals by end June 2009

Recommendation 4
Unlock innovation in leading public sector sites using a ‘backstage model‘, a standing open online innovation space allowing the general public and staff to co-create information-based public services.  This capability should be a standard element of public information service design. The government should start by creating a live backstage service for DirectGov by end June 2009 or earlier.

Recommendation 5
Invest in innovation that directly benefits the public by ensuring that public sector websites spend about as much on innovation as leading knowledge businesses.  DirectGov, BusinessLink and NHS Choices should create an combined innovation pot of 10% of their budgets, focussed on improving the public experience of government websites, through outside-in innovation not internal requirements.  Annual plans on how this £10m innovation pool is to be deployed should be published and agreed by a new Head of Digital Engagement.

Recommendation 6
Stay at the leading edge of customer driven service improvement.  The Permanent Secretary Government Communiations should regularly publish best practice and innovation in engaging large number of people online such as Show Us a Better Way, Dell Ideastorm, Apps for Democracy, etc. An initial readout should be published on the Cabinet Office website by Q3 2009.

Recommendation 7
The public services can break out of the traditional challenge/response model of consultation by using the latest online tools. Consultations should be presented on Departmental websites in a format and with the tools which allow real participation.  An agenda to achieve this would include:

· Clear and mandatory standards on accurate tagging and metadata 

· Breaking down consultation papers from monolithic documents into navigable, searchable, separate points which can be commented upon individually 

· Implementing the tools which allow people to comment on individual items, to comment on other’s comments and to collaborate in developing and improving the content 

· Seizing the opportunity to use traffic to current government websites to inform large numbers of citizens about consultations, e.g. consultations on motoring issues on the ‘tax your car’ page of Direct Gov. 

· Participation by officials in the process online so that the consultation period is one of active dialogue 

· Use of the same tools to explain at the end of the consultation period, in the same level of detail, what the Government had decided and why 

· Mandatory publication of consultation materials in open, semantic, electronic formats that not only allow the relevant government website to host the material but also allow others to take the material, present it, gather views and feed those back to government in innovative ways. 

The government should update the Code of Practice on Consultation maintained by the Better Regulation Executive in BERR to reflect these principles by end June 2009.

Recommendation 8
A plan for supporting the change needed in policy development skills to make the most of online participation should be developed by the Cabinet Office Capability Group by end 2009, with a concomitant training plan from the National School for Government.

Recommendation 9
The Ordnance Survey is fundamental to delivering the power of information for the economy and society.  The Taskforce has contributed to the Government’s Trading Funds Assessment.  This Assessment should be radical and fundamental. In particular:

· Basic geographic data such as electoral and administrative boundaries, the location of public buildings, etc should be available free of charge to all. 

· There should be simple, free access to general mapping and address data for volumes of data up to moderately substantial levels. 

· Voluntary and community organisations pursuing public policy objects should benefit from straightforward standard provisions for ensuring access to geospatial data without constraints. 

· Licensing conditions should be simplified and standardised across the board and, for all but the heaviest levels of use, should be on standard terms and conditions and should not depend on the intended use or the intended business model of the user. 

· The Ordnance Survey’s substantial market power and strong government backing should be balanced by transparent public consultation on key business decisions 

· The OpenSpace API, similar to but currently a constrained version of Google Maps should become the primary delivery point for the Ordnance Survey’s services. 

HMT and the Shareholder Executive in BERR should consider and address these issues in its Trading Funds Assessment due in Budget 2009

Recommendation 10
(a)  Government should ensure that there is a uniform system of release and licensing applied across all public bodies; individual public bodies should not develop or vary the standard terms for their sector.
(b)  The system should be a creative commons style approach, using a highly permissive licensing scheme that is transparent, easy to understand and easy to use, modelled on the ‘Click Use’ licence, subject to the caveats below
(c)  The Government should report on the options for these two recommendations by end 2009 and if required, statutory measures should be brought forward not later than the 2009/2010 session.

Recommendation 11
Public information should be available at marginal cost, which in practice means for free.  Exceptions to this rule should pass stringent tests to ensure that the national benefit is actually served by charging for information and thus limiting its reuse by exploiting the monopoly rights conferred by intellectual property regimes.  OPSI (part of The National Archives) should define and consult publicly upon such tests which they then enforce.

Recommendation 12
The Taskforce judges that Click-Use licensing of Crown Copyright information measures up well against the goals of permissive use and simplicity where applied in government, but more work to be done on communicating it to potential reusers. We believe that Crown Copyright needs to be as well communicated and understood as Creative Commons. OPSI,  part of The National Archives should look at ways to improve the presentation of Crown Copyright and begin a communications campaign to that end by end June 2009.

Recommendation 13
The Government should ensure that public information data sets are easy to find and use.  The government should create a place or places online where public information can be stored and maintained (a ‘repository‘) or its location and characteristics listed (an online catalogue).  Prototypes should be running in 2009.

Recommendation 14
As the internet changes, so should the way information is published.  The taskforce has developed with stakeholders a model to inform online publishing. OPSI, part of the National Archives and the CIO Council should develop and further test the model and publish it with a delivery mechanism, implementation plan and explanatory material by end June 2009. It should become the standard to which new systems, or re-implemented versions of existing systems, are implemented from a date determined by the CIO Council.

Recommendation 15
OPSI, part of the National Archives and COI should work on updated guidance on publishing information, including requirements for publication in legislation.  Guidance should help information producers publish in a form that is cost-effective, reaches the largest audience and can easily be re-used.  Guidance should be published by August 2009.  The recent work by OPSI on the London Gazette should be exploited further.

Recommendation 16
Public bodies are often required to publish notices and other information in newspapers, by physical notices or by other means.  The same information should now also be published directly to the internet.  This will increase the opportunity for those people and businesses affected to see the information, either directly (for example, by search) or by others ‘mashing’ the information in the ways promoted elsewhere in this report.  In doing so, public bodies should follow the OPSI guidance and many may find it cost-effective to use the London Gazette service rather than develop their own systems.

Recommendation 17
CLG should work with local government to develop and adopt a Power of Information Beacon award based upon criteria set out by the taskforce.

Recommendation 18
At a time of national economy, the public sector will need to resource and use world class centres of excellence such as OPSI, part of The National Archives carefully to avoid both wasteful duplication and missed opportunities to tap their expertise.  Focusing resources and authority on OPSI will not only be more economical but will lead to greater consistency across the public sector - which is essential for those seeking to use public information.  The Taskforce repeats Steinberg and Mayo’s recommendation on resourcing OPSI.

Recommendation 19
The Taskforce noted the National Audit Office’s report ‘Government on the Web III’ and encourages the government to implement the NAO recommendations.

Recommendation 20
The Taskforce worked with the COI to produce ‘usability’ critieria and guidance for central government websites.  These criteria should be published with an implementation plan to central government websites.  The criteria and guidance should be published as soon as possible with an implementation plan by June 2009.  The approach should be extended to the websites of the wider public sector including local government, health and police.

Recommendation 21
The Taskforce has commissioned online training material on website usability from COI that can be deployed rapidly at relatively low cost. The Permanent Secretary Government Communications should bring forward a plan to train communications staff in the basics of social media and a modern web presence by Q3 2009. Consideration should be given to adapting and extending this training to public sector leaders and then more widely.

Recommendation 22
The government should bring forward a plan to work with the higher education community on an increased UK capacity and capability for data mashing, including a focal point or virtual centre of excellence.  The Cabinet Office should bring forward a plan by Q3 2009.

Recommendation 23
The Government IT Profession initiative - which covers the whole public sector - should specifically develop skills and cultures for IT professionals needed to support the implementation of this report.  In particular, skills relating to the web, re-use of information including data mashing and delivering modern web functionality.

Recommendation 24
The web is developing all the time; so are ideas about how it and public sector information could be used.  The Cabinet Office should have a modest fund for leading-edge R&D to continue to test ideas and incubate new capabilities, and it should co-ordinate R&D work in this area elsewhere in the public sector.

Recommendation 25
A new external high level advisory panel should replace the Taskforce, reporting to the Minister for Digital Engagement.  The Panel should advise Ministers and public servants on the latest developments in the area in the UK and overseas, scrutinise departmental plans and capabilities, set priorities for the Cabinet Office’s R&D fund, and drive and monitor progress in implementing the recommendations set out above. It should publish regular reports on the internet about developments and the government’s progress. The panel should be established by June 2009.

SemWebbing the London Gazette

Every day, across England and Wales, councils plan new roads and new towns, change where you can park and how much it costs you, grant planning permission for plants that might have toxic emissions, and make many other decisions that may affect the daily lives of many people. By law, people affected by these decisions can appeal against them, and any such proposals must, by law, be advertised through notices in the London Gazette.
“Published by Authority” since 1665, the London Gazette is the UK Government’s Official Journal and Newspaper of Record. It was set up to provide King Charles II with authoritative news while he and his court were in Oxford avoiding the Great Plague, and it has been in operation ever since. A new issue is published every working day by The Stationery Office (TSO) under contract to the Office of Public Sector Information (OPSI), the part of government responsible for the Gazettes. Each edition contains in the region of 300-500 official notices. It is a uniquely authoritative record of what is happening in the country.

The Gazette is a core part of the nation’s “information infrastructure”: as essential to society’s operation as the road network and the national grid. But the information held in the Gazette is currently mostly locked up in human-readable prose, in a paper version and as PDFs and (for modern notices) HTML on the Gazette website at http://www.london-gazette.gov.uk/.

In 2007 the government commissioned Steinberg & Mayo to conduct the independent Power of Information Review, to advise how best to respond to current trends on the web, such as social networking and data mashing. A key point was recognition that a government website is not always the most effective place to provide information to the citizen. Better that the information is where the users are � which means its reuse by others on the web. For example, food hygiene inspection reports have greater impact on restaurant review websites than when they’re hidden on the local Council website.

Into this environment steps The London Gazette, which provides an ideal way to publish semantically enabled official information for reuse, because of its reliability and status. SemWebbing the Gazette lays the foundation for the development of a new official publishing strategy by the government; anytime legislation says that information must be published in the London Gazette, it will be in effect ensuring that information is made publicly available, in a consistent way and in a reusable form. This is an exciting new role for the grand old London Gazette.

To realise this vision, the challenge is to add semantics to the information in the London Gazette in a way that facilitates its potential reuse, allowing others to go on and construct useful web applications using Gazettes data.

We chose to do that using RDFa because:

· lowly screen-scraping applications benefit from a well-specified and extensible method for embedding semantics 

· more advanced Semantic Web applications benefit from the full power of RDF triples 

· browser extensions such as Operator and Piggy Bank are able to expose the data to users who are simply browsing the website 

· it provides a close link between semantic information and the provenance of that information 

· it should be relatively easy to integrate into an existing website 

Our experience is that adding RDFa to an existing website is not as straight-forward as might be hoped. The particular difficulties that we face are:

· The current Gazette website does not follow best practice for URL design (there is no single URL that identifies a particular notice, for example), so we have had to create a new URL scheme to provide identifiers that could be used in RDF triples. This scheme then has to be integrated into the existing website. 

· As with many modern websites, the web page for a given notice is a patchwork of HTML authored directly by humans, created by ASP code, and generated from XML using XSLT. We had to ensure that the result was valid XHTML (with embedded RDFa). This requires not only changes to the code, but to the support given to the users who hand-author content for the site. 

· The notices themselves are represented using two markup languages: a legacy presentation-oriented markup language for older notices and a semantic-oriented markup language used for more recent notices. However, the latter was mostly designed around a subset of notices that are fairly regular and well-structured, whereas the ones that we want to mark up are extremely irregular and loosely structured. This leads to the following problems, which necessitate changing the markup language we are using: 

· While the markup language allows things like addresses and people’s names to be marked up inline, the content of these structures is fairly strict and doesn’t reflect the structures used in natural language notices; for example, multiple streets may be listed before a town appears in a sentence. 

· Individual phrases such as a date and an address can be marked up inline, but there’s no support for linking them together (for example to indicate that there is a meeting on that date at that address). 

· Even with support for using the markup language in the authoring stages, those creating the notices simply do not bother marking up the important structures, and even where they are marked up, the content doesn’t come from a fixed vocabulary. We explored several methods of encouraging users to make use of inline markup, but eventually decided that post-hoc automated markup of the notices was the most reliable method
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