
SCOTTISH WORKING GROUP ON OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS

Minutes of the SWOP meeting held on Thursday 2nd September 2004 at 2.00pm in the Board Room, National Library of Scotland, George IV Bridge, Edinburgh

Present:
Kay Munro (Chairperson/Glasgow University);



Paulette Hill (Secretary/Historic Scotland);



Nick Brotchie (Treasurer/Scottish Law Commission);



Jennifer Brown (Astron); Lynn Irvine (Glasgow Caledonian Univ.);

Gillian Kerr (Astron); Fiona Laing (National Library of Scotland);

Grant Laing (TSO); Vicki McGee (TSO); 

Liz Mackie (Univ. of Aberdeen); 

Fiona Myles (Edinburgh Central Library); Alan Pawsey OQPS/HMSO); Michael Roberts (Univ. of Strathclyde); Alison Ross (Scottish Executive); Tori Spratt (Scottish Parliament); Steven Tallach (Scottish Parliament); 

Jan Usher (National Library of Scotland; 

Valerie Wells (Univ. of Stirling)

1.
Apologies:
James Carson (Scottish Environment Protection Agency);




Lynda Clark (Scottish Agricultural Science Agency);




Eric Dickson (National Library of Scotland); 




Margaret Dowling (Edinburgh University Library); 

David Hart (Univ. of Dundee); 




Emma MacDonald (Scottish Parliament); 




Hilda McNae (Univ. of Abertay); 

Anne Martin (Scottish Executive);



Janet Peattie (Univ. of Strathclyde); Roddy Waldhelm (SE/OSSE);




Keith Walker (Napier University); 



Sharron Wilson (Advocates Library)

2.
Minutes of the previous meeting (20th May 2004)

The minutes were approved as a true and correct record.

3.
Matters arising

Re Item 3 – New version of the Scottish Parliament website

S. Tallach said that the launch would now be on Monday 6th September.  The website would be unavailable over the preceding weekend in order to make final preparations.  Any comments on the website or any problems experienced would be gratefully received and should be sent either to S. Tallach or P. Hill.  K. Munro said that she had already sent some comments to the Scottish Parliament web team but had not yet received a response.

4.
Financial statement

N. Brotchie said that the SWOP bookmarks which had been produced in June, in time for distribution at CILIPS Branch Group Day, totalled £34.66, and had now been paid for.  The current SWOP balance now stood at £2,831.90.  As the bookmarks had been produced very quickly and were of high quality, at very reasonable cost it was agreed that a larger batch could be produced,  which would include the SWOP web address.  These could then be passed to SWOP representatives to display and distribute as widely as possible.




Action:  Jan Usher, Nick Brotchie

5.
Scottish Parliament

S. Tallach reported that after a fairly quiet summer recess period new publications were starting to come out.  Scottish Parliament staff had recently moved to the new building at Holyrood and were settling in.  Astron had been awarded the contract for handling Scottish Parliament publications.  

During this transition of responsibility letters were being sent out to partner libraries asking for their requirements for hard copy Scottish Parliament publications for the forthcoming year; the deadline for responding was 10th September.  V. Wells said that if partner libraries decided not to take certain publications then this could have a knock on effect on their organisation’s requirements.  T. Spratt said that once the responses had been received it would be possible to make this information available to SWOP members.  F. Myles remarked that the Peoples’ Network had had an effect in public libraries holdings.

WHISP has now ceased publication.  However most of the information that was on WHISP was now available on the website.  Previous subscribers could be emailed an electronic version.  Most of the links to URLs would remain the same but it was advisable to check this.  S. Tallach agreed to email SWOP members about the structure of the website and any changes.









Action:  S. Tallach

6.
Astron report

The written report had already been tabled and is attached to the minutes.

G. Kerr said that all issues of the Scottish Official Daily List (Nos. 1 – 8) had now been emailed out to SWOP members.  

A note of the meeting between Astron and SWOP members held on 2nd August had been circulated to attendees.  The amended, final version would now be circulated to all SWOP members.








Action:  P. Hill

7.
TSO report

The report had already been tabled and is attached to the minutes.

8.
OQPS/HMSO report

The report had already been tabled and is attached to the minutes.

Under the item headed Public Library Subsidy (now termed accessibility) concerning possible changes, it was agreed that a copy of Carol Tullo’s article, due to appear in  the September issue of Update, should be circulated via the SWOP mailing list in order to send a coordinated response on behalf of SWOP.




Action: P. Hill

9.
Revitalising SWOP

SWOP website

K. Munro said that she had compiled a skeletal version which included our aims, current minutes and links.  The website was currently hosted on www.lib.gla.ac.uk/swop.  Any feedback was welcome; suggestions for inclusion and amendment should be sent to 
K. Munro or P. Hill.  

It was hoped that within the next few months that SWOP will have its own domain name which would probably include ‘swop.ac.uk’ as this was still available.

SWOP directory

The existing SWOP directory was very out of date and needs to be updated.  A. Martin had designed a template which had a much simpler format than the existing one.  Suggested fields included information about the organisation, a hyperlink to the website, and in particular to an official publications website, where available, contact details, services, accessibility to material, special collections.  The proposed fields would be emailed to all SWOP members for comments.  Once agreed an online form would be sent to the appropriate SWOP member in each organisation for completion and return to 
A. Martin for collation.  The directory would be updated on an annual basis.

It was agreed that once updated the SWOP directory would be mounted onto the SWOP pages on the SCURL website.  The SWOP directory would also be mounted onto the SWOP website.  Once all the information had been compiled K. Munro and A. Martin would arrange to meet C. Nicholson of SCURL to finalise the arrangements.

SWOP membership

V. Wells had volunteered to be the SWOP Liaison Officer.  Her role would be to look at various ways of widening membership eg. beyond the public sector, into the private sector, library schools.

SWOP publicity

Another larger batch of SWOP bookmarks with the website www.libgla.ac.uk/swop would be produced and distributed as widely as possibly by SWOP representatives.  Any other ideas would be welcome.  The website and the new directory and the bookmark were the main projects for this year.  Other areas could be looked at next year – eg developing our educational role.

10.
Electronic publishing

K. Munro said that it had already been agreed at previous meeting that SWOP should raise its concerns as a group, about the vital importance of archiving electronic publications.  She had drafted two letters, one for the Scottish Executive, and one for Westminster.  A. Pawsey agreed to provide  suitable contacts and then K. Munro would send the letters out.




Action:  A. Pawsey, K. Munro

11.
Future activities

SWOP Statistics Seminar – 28th October 2004, National Library of Scotland, Causewayside

L. Mackie had finalised the speakers and programme and advance details had been circulated to SWOP members.  F. Laing had booked the room which could hold a maximum of 80,  and had contacted caterers.  TSO kindly agreed to sponsor the event.  It was agreed that a charge of £20 would be made for attendees.  A flyer, booking form and invoice would be compiled which could be downloaded.  N. Brotchie would handle registration and payments.  Some free places would be offered to library school students.  The seminar would be publicised via various mailing lists (eg. lis-scotland, lis-link, lis-jings).  The cut-off date for applications would be 14th October.

Electronic sources of legislation – Spring 2005

The SWOP Business Committee would discuss the organisation of this event at their next meeting on 7th October 2004.

SWOP AGM/Relaunch – 25th November 2004 -  NLS, George IV Bridge, Edinburgh

The AGM would run from 2 – 3pm and this would be followed by a social event with refreshments.  It was suggested that this could be a pattern for future years.  Some guests and former SWOP members would be invited. 

12.
AOCB

Visit to Scottish Parliament Holyrood building/SWOP meeting – Spring 2005

T. Spratt said that all slots for events were now booked up till Easter 2005.  It was agreed to check calendars and to try and arrange a visit, combined with holding a SWOP meeting at the new Scottish Parliament building, for Spring 2005.












Action:  P. Hill

13. Date of next meeting

The next SWOP meeting would be the SWOP AGM, to be held on 

Thursday 25th November 2004 from 2.00 – 3.00 pm in the Board Room,

National Library of Scotland, George IV Bridge, Edinburgh.  The AGM would be followed by a social event, with refreshments, to which all SWOP members, and invited guests were welcome to attend.
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