
Minutes of the SWOP meeting held on Friday 22nd April 2005 at 2.00pm at the 

Scottish Parliament, Holyrood
Present:
Kay Munro (Chairperson/Glasgow University Library); 


Paulette Hill (Secretary/Historic Scotland); 



Nick Brotchie (Treasurer/Scottish Law Commission); 



James Carson (Scottish Environment Protection Agency);



Karen Donnelly, Isobel MacLellan , Alex Tomeny (Mitchell Library); 



Margaret Dowling (Edinburgh University Library); 



David Hart (Dundee University Library); 



Lynn Irvine (Glasgow Caledonian University); 



Fiona Laing, Jan Usher (National Library of Scotland);



Louise McCreesh, Fiona McParland (Astron);


Emma Macdonald, Jean Smith, Edna Stirrat (Scottish Parliament);



Anne Martin (Scottish Executive Information & Library Services);



Vicki McGee (TSO); Fiona Myles (Edinburgh City Libraries);



Janet Peattie (University of Strathclyde);



Alison Ross (Scottish Executive);



Jill Tivey (Heriot-Watt University Library);



Lesley Torun (Office of the Queen’s Printer for Scotland);



Roddy Waldhelm (Scottish Executive/OSSE);



Valerie Wells (University of Stirling);



Sharron Wilson (Advocates Library)

Apologies:
Lynda Clark (Scottish Agricultural Science Agency);



Grant Laing (TSO);



Liz Mackie (University of Aberdeen);



Alan Pawsey (OQPS/HMSO);



Michael Roberts (University of Strathclyde University);



Tori Spratt (Scottish Parliament)

2.
Minutes of the previous meeting (24th February 2005)

The minutes were approved as a true and correct record.  K. Munro thanked Scottish Parliament staff present for their hospitality in agreeing to host the SWOP meeting and for arranging a tour of the building which would follow on at 3.00pm.

3.
Matters arising

Public Library subsidy – K. Munro said that she would scan and distribute a copy of the correspondence she had received about this issue to SWOP members.  F. Myles agreed to check with her organisation to see if there were any comments or feedback on the decision to remove the subsidy from single copies of legislation.
Action:  F. Myles
4.
Financial statement

N. Brotchie said that the balance at the end of March 2005 stood at £3,665.57.  There were still three outstanding payments due from the SWOP statistics seminar held in autumn 2004, despite several attempts to chase these up.  It was agreed to chase up the payments once more and then if not settled, to write and make it clear to both the individuals concerned, and copy to their finance departments, that they would be barred from attending future SWOP events.   It was agreed that the booking process should be streamlined by creating an electronic booking form and invoice, which would include a statement setting out the policy on payment.



Action:  N. Brotchie, K. Munro
Bursaries for SWOP members – The idea of offering bursaries to SWOP members across a range of events on official publications held in the U.K.  A notice would be created and put onto the SWOP website saying that it any individual could not get funding to attend an event then they could apply for a bursary.  This would cover reasonable travel and subsistence costs, and fees.  Applicants would need to write a short paragraph on the reasons they wished to attend the event, and also to produce either a short report on the event, which would then be put onto the SWOP website, or to give a presentation to SWOP.  Details of relevant events held by organisations such as CILIP and SCOOP are already emailed around SWOP members.  The bursaries would also cover attendance at SCOOP meetings held in London but would not cover attendance at SWOP meetings.  
Action:  N. Brotchie, K. Munro
5.
Scottish Parliament report
E. Macdonald introduced Edna Stirrat and explained that S. Tallach was currently on secondment to another post and that Edna would be acting as the Scottish Parliament representative during this period.  Letters would be sent out the partner libraries network giving them details of the restructuring at the Scottish Parliament.
K. Munro said that she had noticed one error in a list of documents that had been laid before the Scottish Parliament in the year 2000.  She asked if the retrospective lists could be sent to her for checking.  E.Macdonald agreed to send the lists to K. Munro.  K. Munro would then check and confirm their accuracy.
Action:  E. Macdonald, K. Munro
6.
Astron report

The Astron report had already been tabled and appears as an annex to the minutes.  

F. McParland added that the bibliographies of the Scottish Parliament and the Scottish Executive would shortly appear.  Astron had all the data and was working on the format.

K. Munro asked if it was possible to produce the Daily and Weekly Lists in web format rather than emailing them out as attachments.  F. McParland said that she would investigate this and would welcome any feedback on format and content. The lists included all official publications immaterial of source.

F. McParland reported that recently the share capital of Astron had been bought by 
R. R. Donnelly, the world’s largest printer, (who handled publications for publishers such as McGraw Hill and Citibank).  However, this would not change the management structure of Astron, nor the services offered to customers.
K. Munro raised a problem concerning the distributor, Blackwell’s, who seemed to assume that if a publication did not have an ISBN that it was only available in electronic format, and this was often not the case, as a printed version often was available.  F. McParland said she would go back and raise the issue with Blackwell’s.

The Scottish Executive had some electronic-only publications.  The publishing divisions made a decision on this, based on costs, and the audience being catered for.  K. Munro said that this could cause problems in their retrieval if links moved.  Also the costs of printing and binding large documents were then passed on from the publisher to libraries.  A. Martin said that SWOP’s concerns should be put in writing to the S.E. publishing departments, drawing it to their attention and asking them to justify their reasons.  K. Munro said that she thought that most organisations would be prepared to pay for hard copies and these could be produced more economically by print on demand.  She would draft a response and would include examples.




Action:  K. Munro

D. Hart said that it would be useful to find out when the passage of bills series would be published; if Astron could stagger the publication dates then this would help with costs.  F. McParland said that the series was mentioned in the Astron lists.  The cover price did not cover the full costs and that a subsidy was already received from government.  Only around twenty five organisations took this series and Astron did not want to print spare copies.  

K. Munro said it would be useful to add who holds this series to the SWOP directory.  
V. Wells said that she had experienced problems when phoning Blackwell’s.  She frequently got an answer phone message and had left messages but these had not been answered, nor calls returned.  Some organisations had also experienced delays of several months in receipt of publications.  F. McParland agreed to investigate this problem and to report back. Standing orders from TSO would be forwarded to Blackwell’s.  
Action:  F. McParland

7.
TSO report

The TSO report had been tabled and appears as an annex to the minutes.  

8.
OQPS/HMSO

The OQPS/HMSO report had been tabled and appears as an annex to the minutes.  

L. Torun said that the establishment of the Office for Public Sector Information had been put on hold until after the election as there was a possibility of major changes to government department.

The number of Scottish Statutory Instruments registered in March 2005, was a record 770.  

Many UK Statutory Instruments now had explanatory memoranda and these were available on the website.  SSIs would soon have explanatory notes.  The number of hits to the website was continually increasing and there was an increasing bandwidth on the website.

9.
SWOP directory
K. Munro asked if representatives could look at the entries on the SWOP website and let 

A. Martin know of any amendments and additions.  There was an entry form on the website.

The number of hits was increasing, with over 400 hits in March 2005.

SWOP domain name -   K. Munro said that the academic committee that dealt with registration had declined to register the SWOP domain name on the grounds that it was not representative enough of the Group’s role.  No other commercial names were available and other acronyms were inappropriate.  The SWOP Business Committee had discussed the problem and had agreed that the best solution was to leave the name as is at http://www.lib.gla.ac.uk/swop   A search engine would be provided to assist users.  Any comments from SWOP members were welcome.

10.
Educational role for SWOP

J. Usher was still pursuing the idea of assisting the University of Strathclyde in offering a module on official publications.

Action:  J. Usher
11.
SWOP Seminar on Electronic Sources of Legislation
The SWOP Business Committee had discussed the idea and several volunteers had agreed to assist in the organisation.  Speakers still needed to be identified, one who could speak on primary and secondary legislation.  Publishers such as LexisNexis and Westlaw could be contacted as it would be useful to see the comparisons between information that was freely available, and the commercial products also.  It was agreed that there would probably be a better response for the event at a central Scotland location, in September.  The National Library of Scotland had offered their premises and would organise the catering.  There were IT facilities for hands-on sessions and demonstrations.  SWOP members would be kept informed of progress.

12.
AOCB

F. Myles said that SWOP member, Morag Kyle, was slowly recovering from a serious illness.  It was agreed to send her flowers and greetings, on behalf of her SWOP colleagues, for a speedy recovery.

13.
Date of next meeting

The next SWOP meeting would be held on Thursday 8th September 2005 at 2.00pm in 

Committee  Room 2, Collins Building, University of Strathclyde, Richmond Street, Glasgow.  
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To: Paulette Hill

From:  Louise McCreesh

Re:  Astron report for SWOP meeting, 22nd April 2005
       1.  Scottish Parliament titles

 Since the last SWOP meeting the Scottish Parliament has published the following Bills:

1.1 February 2005 (17th Feb onwards)

1)
Fire (Scotland) Bill [As Passed] - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 24B, Session 2 (2005)). - 1406106178 (£9.30)

2)
Further and Higher Education (Scotland) Bill 2nd Marshalled List of Amendments for Stage 2  - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 26-ML2, Session 2 (2005)). - 1406106186 (£0.60)

1.2 March 2005
1)
Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Bill [As Introduced] - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 38, Session 2 (2005)). - 1406106542 (£3.90)
2)
Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Bill [Explanatory Notes and Other Accompanying Documents] - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 38-EN, Session 2 (2005)). - 1406106607 (£3.60)

3)
Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Bill [Policy Memorandum] (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 38-PM, Session 2 (2005)). - 1406106593 (£1.80)

4)
Further and Higher Education (Scotland) Bill [As Amended At Stage 2 - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 26A, Session 2 (2005)). - 1406106526 (£4.80)

5)
Gaelic Language (Scotland) Bill [As Amended At Stage 2] - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 25A, Session 2 (2005)). - 1406106577 (£2.40)

6)
Gaelic Language (Scotland) Bill: 1st Marshalled List of Amendments for Stage 2 - (Scottish Parliament bills, SP Bill 25-ML1). - 1406106453 (£0.90)

7)
Housing (Scotland) Bill [As Introduced] - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 40, Session 2 (2005)). - 1406106801 (£17.70)

8)
Housing (Scotland) Bill [Explanatory Notes and Other Accompanying Documents] - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 40-EN, Session 2 (2005)). - 1406106771 (£7.20)

9)
Housing (Scotland) Bill [Policy Memorandum] - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 40-PM, Session 2 (2005)). - 140610678X (£5.10)

10)
Licensing (Scotland) Bill [As Introduced] - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 37, Session 2 (2005)). - 1406106372 (£14.70)

11)
Licensing (Scotland) Bill [Explanatory Notes and Other Accomanying Documents] - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 37-EN, Session 2 (2005)). - 1406106437 (£8.10)

12)
Licensing (Scotland) Bill [Policy Memorandum] - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 37-PM, Session 2 (2005)). - 1406106445 (£6.30)

13)
Management of Offenders etc. (Scotland) Bill [As Introduced] - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 39, Session 2 (2005)). - 1406106712 (£3.00)

14)
Management of Offenders etc. (Scotland) Bill [Explanatory Notes and Other Accompanying Documents] - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 39-EN, Session 2 (2005)). - 1406106755 (£4.80)

15)
Management of Offenders etc. (Scotland) Bill [Policy Memorandum] - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 39-PM, Session 2 (2005)). - 1406106747 (£2.70)
 

1.3 April 2005 (as of 18th April)
1)
Further and Higher Education (Scotland) Bill Marshalled List of Amendments selected for Stage 3 - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 26A-ML, Session 2 (2005)). - 1406107905 (£0.90)

2)
Transport (Scotland) Bill 1st Marshalled List of Amendments for Stage - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 28-ML1, Session 2 (2005)). - 1406107875 (£3.00)

The following is a list of all bills [as passed] or [as introduced] only

1)
Fire (Scotland) Bill [As Passed] - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 24B, Session 2 (2005)). - 1406106178 (£9.30)

2)
Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Bill [As Introduced] - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 38, Session 2 (2005)). - 1406106542 (£3.90)

3)
Housing (Scotland) Bill [As Introduced] - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 40, Session 2 (2005)). - 1406106801 (£17.70)

4)
Licensing (Scotland) Bill [As Introduced] - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 37, Session 2 (2005)). - 1406106372 (£14.70)

5)
Management of Offenders etc. (Scotland) Bill [As Introduced] - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 39, Session 2 (2005)). - 1406106712 (£3.00)

Given the large number of titles published since the last SWOP meeting, I have not listed them all here and am sure that you will have all received title listings for them via the Astron Daily Listing.  There has also been the normal publication schedule of Written Answers, Business Bulletins and other core documents of the Parliament.  

Scottish Parliament Bibliography

The decision has been made to go straight to publication of an annual bibliography rather than publishing a six-monthly one initially.  Collation of material for bibliography is in progress and the intended publication date is July or August.  SWOP members will be confirmed of exact publication date as we progress through publication schedule. 

Scottish Parliament Bill Bound Volumes

Publication of the 39 Bill Bound Volumes is still in progress and will be staggered rather than published at once.  SWOP members to be informed on progress of individual volumes as we approach publication date. 

2.  Scottish Executive publications

Again, given the large number of Scottish Executive titles published since the last SWOP meeting, I have not listed them all here.  However, as well as being published on the Scottish Executive website, all titles appear on the Astron Scottish Official Daily Listing, which many of you are already receiving.  

By request of the Scottish Executive, each publication appearing on the Scottish Executive web site is to carry an ISBN.  To avoid confusion between web only documents carrying an ISBN and those available in print, the wording ‘web only document’ should appear beside the ISBN on the HTML page.  Any web only publication are identified as such in the Astron Daily List.

The listing includes both Scottish Executive and Scottish Parliament titles.  The Listing is also available on a weekly basis, and a monthly basis so if you would prefer to receive this information on a weekly rather than daily basis, please email registerdetails@astron.co.uk
Scottish Executive Bibliography
We have received all material for the Scottish Executive Bibliography and are finalising publication schedule.  We are currently exploring a variety of design and formatting options and would welcome input from SWOP members regarding their views on what format may be most user-friendly.
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TSO REPORT FOR SWOP MEETING – 22ND APRIL 2005


1. The following Acts and Explanatory Notes have published since the last SWOP meeting 24th February:

	ASP 3 2005
	Water Services etc. (Scotland) Act 2005
	0105900761
	21/03/2005

	ASP 4 2005
	Budget (Scotland) Act 2005
	010590077X
	24/03/2005



	ASP 5 2005
	Fire (Scotland) Act 2005
	0105900788
	13/04/2005



	ASP 9 2000 Explanatory Notes 


	Bail, Judicial Appointments etc
	0105910651
	18/03/2005

	ASP 7 2001 Explanatory Notes
	Convention Rights (Compliance)
	010591066X
	21/03/2005

	ASP 13 2003 Explanatory Notes
	Mental Health (Care & Treatment)
	0105910678
	06/04/2005

	ASP 3 2005 Explanatory Notes
	Water Service etc.
	0105910686
	07/04/2005


2. Legislation Bound Volumes – The Annual Edition of Scottish Statutory Instruments 2003 is expected to publish June 2005. The 2004 Edition is continuing through the proofing stage and is scheduled for publication during October/November 2005.  Acts of the Scottish Parliament 2004 are on schedule to publish August/September.

3. TSO is currently preparing for publication the Scottish Parliament bibliography April 03 - July 04. In consultation with the Scottish Parliament it has been decided to replace the normal 6-month and yearly publishing schedule, with this edition covering up to of July 2004. 

4. Secondary Legislation activity has been extremely high during the period since the last SWOP meeting with 115 SSI’s published.  Activity has fallen off recently but activity will continue during the Westminster election period. Details of all SSI publications can be found at http://www.tso.co.uk/bookshop/bookstore.asp 

5.  Discussion with the Scottish Executive Solicitors’ Department regarding the publishing in electronic format of Local Statutory Instruments (Non-Print) and SSI Explanatory Notes are ongoing. It is expected that these will be published on the OQPS web site in the near future.

Regards

Grant Laing

Director of Operations

TSO Scotland

(T) 0131 659 7025

(M) 07801 180 816

mailto:grant.laing@tso.co.uk 

Visit us at

http://www.tso.co.uk
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2. Report for the SWOP meeting to be held on Friday 22 April 2005

________________________________

1. 
European Directive on the Re-Use of Public Sector Information

1.1
The public consultation on the implementation within the UK of the European Directive on the re-use of public sector information closed on 18 March 2005. Details of responses to the consultation will be available shortly.

2.
Annual Volumes and Editions

2.1
The Annual Edition of Scottish Statutory Instruments 2003 is now expected to publish in June 2005. The 2004 Edition is still on schedule for publication in October/November 2005. 

2.2
The Annual Volumes of Public and General Acts 2004 and of Acts of the Scottish Parliament 2004 are on schedule to publish August/September.

2.3
The UK Annual Edition of SIs 2004 Part I is due to publish in May 2005 and work has started on Part II.  

2.4
The Annual Edition of SIs made by the National Assembly for Wales 2004 is on schedule to publish mid-Summer 2005.

2.5
The Chronological Table of Statutes updated to the end of 2004 is expected to publish Autumn 2005.

3.
Scottish Statutory Instruments

3.1
A total of 201 SSIs were registered up to the end of March 2005. This compares with 170 last year and is the largest number of SSIs ever registered in one month. 100% of published SSIs are now received electronically on template, so far with no errors and this is speeding up the process.

3.2
It is expected that the Executive Notes to 2005 Scottish Statutory Instruments and Local Non-Print SSIs will be published in full text (in pdf format) on the website in the next few weeks once arrangements with the Scottish Executive have been finalised.

4.
OQPS website and Legislationline

Hit rates on Scottish legislation from April 2002 to the end of March 2005 are set out in the following table:

	
	Page Views
	Users

	April 2002
	135,182
	28,176

	July 2002
	129,504
	26,096

	October 2002
	125,774
	32,768

	January 2003
	153,214
	36,659

	April 2003
	447,647
	39,357

	July 2003
	337,898
	30,572

	October 2003
	247,835
	39,796

	January 2004
	536,131
	52,570

	February 2004
	273,459
	48,463

	March 2004
	268,204
	60,703

	April 2004
	225,139
	50,908

	May 2004
	289,242
	44,375

	June 2004
	294,527
	43,261

	July 2004
	358,869
	42,297

	August 2004
	348,269
	48,847

	September 2004
	413,899
	53,273

	October 2004
	412,804
	63,602

	November 2004
	468,950
	67,426

	December 2004
	559,943
	57,955

	January 2005
	703,238
	71,460

	February 2005
	613,307
	73,820

	March 2005
	713,842
	79,956


Since March 2004 this demonstrates a growth of 266% in the number of page views and 130% in the number of users of Scottish legislation.

The HMSO website during March 2005 recorded 24,220,130 hits, 11,190,899 Page Views by 1,508,205 Users.
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