
SCOTTISH WORKING GROUP ON OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS (SWOP)

Minutes of 5th Annual General Meeting, held 2.00pm Thursday 27 November, Conference Room 002, Scottish Government, Victoria Quay, Edinburgh.

PRESENT:

	Bourner, Brian (Scottish Government) Secretary

	Brotchie, Nick (Scottish Law Commission)

	Burns, Helen (Scottish Government)

	Craven, Rachel (TSO)

	Evans, Jill (National Library of Scotland) Treasurer

	George, Elliot (TSO)

	Gisborne, Richard (Blackwells)

	Hill, Paulette (Historic Scotland)

	Laing, Fiona (National Library of Scotland) Liaison

	McParland, Fiona (R.R. Donnelley)

	Munro, Kay (University of Glasgow)

	Pawsey, Alan (TNA/OQPS)

	Phillips, Rob (National Library of Wales)

	Polley, Clare (TSO)

	Ravenhill, Donna (Dandy)

	Robertson, Robert (Blackwells)

	Ryan, Gareth (University of Strathclyde)

	Sheridan, John (TNA/OQPS)

	Sinclair, Murray (Scottish Government)

	Stirrat, Edna (Scottish Parliament)

	Struthers, Shona (TSO)

	Turkington, Sandra (Scottish Government)

	Valenti, Kirsteen (University of Glasgow)

	Waldhelm, Roddy (Scottish Government)

	Wells, Valerie (University of Stirling) Chair

	Wilson, Sharron (Advocates Library)

	Wright, Fiona (R. R. Donnelley)


APOLOGIES:

Carson, James (SEPA)

Mackie, Elizabeth-ann (University of Aberdeen)

MacLellan, Isobel (Mitchell Library)*

McAdams, Alan (MacRoberts)

Mears, Keith (Blackwells)

Peattie, Janet (University of Strathclyde)

Spratt, Tori (Scottish Parliament)

Usher, Jan (National Library of Scotland)

*Isobel now leaving SWOP as she no longer works with official publications.

1. Presentation by Murray Sinclair, Solicitor to the Scottish Government 


The Scottish Government’s chief solicitor gave an interesting talk on the role of the Scottish Government’s lawyers.  Murray is also head of the GLSS (Government Legal Service for Scotland), which comprises various member offices and numbers 189 lawyers. Under the Devolution settlement government lawyers in Scotland work in effect within a written constitution and provide legal advice to Ministers on a broad range of subjects, mostly in the area of public law.  They also draft all primary and secondary legislation applying to Scotland.  However some non-core work has been outsourced.

2. Minutes of last meetings (4th AGM 22 Nov. 2007; SWOP Meeting 4 Sept. 2008)


Accepted without amendment 

3. Matters arising – There were none

4. Confirmation of SWOP Officers and Business Committee vacancies

4.1. Existing members of the BC agreed to continue in post

4.2. The Chair asked members to volunteer to join the BC as vacancies have arisen. She stressed the duties are not onerous. Anyone interested should get in touch with BC members either after the meeting or in the coming weeks.  

5. Treasurer’s Report – see Annex 1
5.1. Jill Evans reported that SWOP’s financial position was sound and that the bank holding the account, given the current financial crisis, was safe  

6. Membership Report

6.1. Fiona Laing reported there are 97 current members of SWOP and 87 members of the Jiscmail discussion group.  Members belong to 40 different organisations. 

7. Scottish Parliament Report – see Annex 2
7.1. Edna Stirrat reminded members that copies of SP leaflets are available and also copies of the Gaelic language plan.  Documents can be requested on an ad hoc basis.

7.2. SPICe has bought Bailey Solutions PenLib integrated library system to replace the current SirsiDynix Horizon system.  Katherine Appleby is the contact.

7.3. Paul Anderton is likely to contact partner libraries for help with the Ten Faces of Scotland exhibition.

8. RR Donnelley Report – presented by Fiona McParland

8.1.  Fiona Wright was introduced as the new Bibliographic Officer.  

8.2. Following the recent issue of the Scottish Parliament Bibliography (July 2005 – June 2006) it is hoped to issue the 2006-2007 edition in Easter 2009.

8.3. Publication of the Passage of Bills series has slowed up owing to clerking problems at the Scottish Parliament.

8.4. The Scottish Government Bibliography for 2005 is currently being proof-read in SG and will be published six weeks after proofs are finalised.

9. TSO Report – presented by Shona Struthers - see Annex 3
9.1. Clare Polley noted she was happy for members to contact her with their enquiries and provided TSO packs for collection by attendees.

10. OQPS Report – presented by Alan Pawsey 

10.1. The Statute Law team will merge with OPSI on 15 December.  The online statutes and the Statute Law Database will be merged.

10.2. Publishing of bound volumes is running a little late.

10.3. John Sheridan reported on a recent conference on PSI (Public Sector Information) which looked at issues broadly, not strictly limited to implementation of the EU directive.  The web landscape and re-use of information was examined by a number of important speakers and followed up at several workshops.  Recent developments include an ‘unlocking service’ on the OPSI web site to give public online access to e.g.  the National Street Gazetteer (NSG) and the Edubase (covering England and Wales) where access is currently limited to one UK Department.  Press releases issued by the Central Office of Information (COI) are also likely to be available as RSS data feeds. The level of UK ministerial commitment to the re-use of public sector information has increased across Departments.  November’s UK Pre-Budget Report para.4.5 emphasised the role of public sector information. 

11. SWOP Activities Report 

11.1. Owing to pressure of time it was agreed to delay discussion of this topic and for the Chair instead to circulate a report after the meeting

11.2. Activities Report attached – see Annex 4 

12. Any Other Business

12.1. Paulette hill asked for other colleagues dealing with Information Asset Registers to contact her.

12.2. The draft MAGIC (Managing Access to Government Information Collaboratively) business plan, which some members had seen was briefly discussed. The Chair agreed to email members after the meeting.  

13. Date of Next Meeting – 12 February 2009 (Talk by Andrea Longson, Advocates Library)

Following the meeting there were two Speakers: 

14. Rachel Craven - Official Publications Online

Rachel gave a clear and detailed presentation of the new service from TSO, which is due to launch in 2009.  It is seen as a faster, online version of the TSO Select standing order service.  It functions as a virtual library of official publications in pdf format with full text searching available. As well as coverage and ease of use she described the various added value facilities such as email alerts, RSS alerting, a MyLibrary function, and persistent linking.  Subject searches could be carried out across the whole range of government documents.  Although based on freely available online publications there were clear advantages in using its added value services. 

15. John Sheridan (TNA/OPSI – Head of eServices) – Web Continuity Archiving Solution

Much of the work that has gone into the web continuity solution will be published in an academic paper and presented at an international conference on digital curation being held in Edinburgh.  John note that there are some 2000 UK central government web sites and that there are infinite numbers of individuals who have authority to publish information on these web sites. Government publishing is massively decentralised and the total opposite of the old “HMSO publishes virtually everything” which existed only twenty-five years ago.  The level of link rot even in Hansard is now substantial and the problem is increasingly recognised by ministers.  Jack Straw provided the initial political will to find a solution. 


Imposing controls on government publishing – such as ISBNs and Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs) is now seen as virtually impossible.  The TNA Web Continuity scheme therefore makes no attempt to impose controls but instead exploits the structures already embedded in web sites to facilitate retrieval.  A mechanism has been found for effective information retrieval in an uncontrolled world. 


The initial step is the comprehensive archiving of the whole government web estate, a single centrally hosted web site database. The first complete archive has been achieved and in future sites will be archived three times a year.  Departments are now being asked to install small open source software components on their web servers so that if their web site can’t respond to a request the request is seamlessly transmitted to the TNA Archive and returned from there.  The open source components are available for both Apache servers and Microsoft servers.  The user is unaware of the Archive’s role.  The number of links and linked text available in the archive provides an intelligent retrieval tool for the search engine in that it can identify the frequency of correlations and use this as a basis for prioritising results.  Because the links are preserved within the archive findability is maintained for the search engine.  


Machinery of government changes – often the cause of link rot – become irrelevant in the global archive context.  The archiving tool is able to present previous versions of a document.  The main departmental sites have now been archived for 5 years and this means that broken links on current web sites often start to work again once they are archived. As more live systems sites are archived the number of links that start to work again increases and retrieval improves.  (WWWC, the World Wide Web Consortium, recognised the principle that ‘global naming leads to global network effects’ in 2004).


Discussions on the Web Continuity process have progressed in Wales but there has as yet been little contact with the Scottish Government.  As well as UK Departments and devolved administrations, the web sites of Executive Agencies and Non Departmental Public Bodies are also in scope.  Data held by the UK Web Archiving Consortium (UKWAC) has also been absorbed by the TNA Archive.  


The Web Continuity solution was delivered in November 2008 and monitoring is now in place.  There has been a lot of progress in the past year and government bodies are increasingly installing the components on their web servers, although only a few UK Departments are currently operational.  The data of previous political administrations is much more readily available by this process than is the case in e.g. the USA. 

16  Social Event:

Following the meeting an informal social event was held in a room at the Scotch Malt Whisky Association, The Vaults, Leith.   SWOP is grateful to Fiona McParland (RR Donnelley) for booking the room and for providing an enjoyable opportunity to sample malt whiskies.

ANNEXES

Annex 1. Treasurer’s Report    
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Annex 2. Scottish Parliament Report   

SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT REPORT TO SWOP AGM – 

27 NOVEMBER 2008


Scottish Parliament Leaflets which have been produced in English and Gaelic:

· The Official Report.

· MSPs and their work.

· Representing the people of Scotland.

· The Work of Committees in the Scottish Parliament.

· The Scottish Parliament Debating Chamber.

· New information on leaflet on public engagement will be printed in January 2009 in both English and Gaelic.

Produced in English only:

· MSPs and their Work.
· Who Represents Me?' (this is a re-titling of Representing the People of Scotland).

Gaelic Language Plan

· Scottish Parliament Gaelic Language Plan was launched on the 20th November 2008.

New Committee

· Review of SPCB Supported Committee’s – New Committee set up on the  November 2008 with a remit to consider and report on whether alterations should be made to the terms and conditions of the office-holders and the structure of the bodies supported by the SPCB; to consider how any proposals for future arrangements should be taken forward, including by way of a Committee Bill, and to make recommendations accordingly.  ALL Partner Libraries who take the full Parliamentary collection will receive the official publications of this Committee.

In the New Year – 

Parliament and Poetry 

· A new electronic resource aimed at primary and secondary school teachers bringing groups of pupils to visit the Parliament, who would like to use the visit as a stimulus for creative writing. It encourages a consideration of the Parliament building, inside and out; the way the Parliament works, and Parliamentary business, that is the topics debated and legislated on.

· It will be available from the website for download. The resource is being produced in partnership with the Scottish Poetry Library.

External School Quiz 

· Currently the Parliament has an education quiz used for visiting school children available electronically on the visit, learn and interact section of the Parliament website.  It is based around what they learn during their visit. A new quiz will be created which will be called "SP Building Trail - explore outside". 

The 10th anniversary

· The Parliament is to mark 10 years of devolution with a special programme of engagement activities - one of which will involve every child born in Scotland on 1 July 1999.   The main activities being taken forward as part of the 2009 public engagement programme are: 

· A range of new partnerships aimed at working with three specific groups who are under represented in Parliamentary engagement: disabled people, people from ethnic minority backgrounds, and hard-to-reach young people. 

· New educational events designed to attract and engage a wider cross section of young people with the Parliament and political issues. 

· A travelling exhibition: The Ten Faces of Scotland exhibition will focus on people’s experiences of engaging with the Scottish Parliament over the last decade. It will be displayed in community venues and will visit up to ten sites across the country during 2009. Members have been asked to nominate a particular constituent who has an exciting story to share it with the rest of Scotland about engagement with the Parliament. The exhibition will include photography by the Parliament’s photographer and an interview detailing their story. The exhibition will also be used for committee and community outreach sessions. 

· A new ‘How the Scottish Parliament Works’ conference aimed specifically at community groups to provide more information about how to engage via the political system on local and national issues. 

· The Parliament will also seek to mark the 10th anniversary through existing activities such as the Festival of Politics and events like the Dewar Debate. Discussions are underway as to how this might most effectively take place. All of these activities will provide further opportunities for members and the public to engage.

LMS

· The Parliament has recently awarded a contract to Baileys Solutions for our Library Management System.

Edna Stirrat

Annex 3. TSO Report  
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Annex 4. SWOP Activities Report  

SWOP report on activities for AGM, Nov 2008

Full SWOP meetings were held 22nd Nov 2007; 24th Feb 2008; 12th June 2008 

Business Committee meetings held 14th Jan 2008; 13th March 2008; 14th Aug 2008; 6th Nov 2008
Activities

Seminar, From Parliament Square to Holyrood – historical official publications online. 23rd May 2008. Edinburgh

The seminar was well received by all attendees and a personal review by one was published in Information for Scotland. 

Jennie Law also reviewed the seminar on her Blog !

We made responses to and continue to monitor government initiatives which impact upon official publications, for example

Demonstration from Dandy Publishing where they outlined their new Public Information Online service

Chair attended the JISC & OPSI Forum "The Power of Information"

Unlocking UK Government Information - A Consultative Forum.

Jan 2008

Chair wrote to John Swinney and Alex Salmond (as a Trustee of the NLS) in response to the proposal to increase electronic publishing. Raised our concerns about access and archiving.

Attended SCOOP meetings in London

Chair wrote in support of the work being done by the Hansard Prototype web site http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/
SWOP Business Committee members contributed to the consultation process for MAGIC (Maintaining Access to Government Information Collaboratively) 

Paul Cunnea from the NLS reported on Digital Archiving Feb 2008

Response to the Scottish Parliament from SWOP members regarding changes to the production of some committee reports.

We continued to make contact and share experience with organisations involved with official publications, e.g. National Archives of Scotland and SCOOP.

We continued to maintain the SWOP website http://www.lib.gla.ac.uk/swop/
This provides news about SWOP and unique links to the RR Donnelley Scottish Official Weekly Listing and the RR Donnelley listing of Scottish Government Web-only documents. It also hosts the SWOP Directory which we update annually.
We are always looking for new ways to encourage SWOP members to share experience and knowledge.  One way to do this is for members to talk about their workplace or activities they have been involved in, for example

Historic Scotland. Paulette Hill, Library & Records Manager

Julie Gardham, Glasgow University Special Collections on material relating to the Suffragette Movement

James Carson Information and Publications from SEPA

Future activities

Re-run of Made in Scotland, Easter 08.

An event to tie-in with 10 years of the Scottish Parliament.

Visit to the Faculty of Advocates Library, Edinburgh 

Valerie Wells

Chair, SWOP

Dec 2008


_1289815675.pdf
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Scottish Working Group on Official Publications

Treasurer’s Report to the Scottish Working Group on Official

Publications
Annual General Meeting on 27" November 2008 in the Scottish

Government.

The closing balance in the current account is £2280.14*

Expenditure from 21.11.07 to 26.11.08 = £2,622.73
Travel to SCOOP meetings £54.50
Venue hire for Workshop £1,656.75
Travel and expenses for speakers at Workshop £390.48
Travel for bursary student at Workshop £21.00
Income from 21.11.07 to 26.11.08 = £1,800.00

Delegate fees to attend workshop

* £1575 will also be transferred to SWOP current account from the
National Library of Scotland SCURL cost centre representing fees for
attending workshop for 21 attendees so actual balance in SWOP

account will represent £3855.14
Jill Evans

SCURL Service Development Manager

24.11.08

(SCURLSWOPAGM271108FinancialStatement)
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TSO Scotland


71 Lothian Road


Edinburgh


EH3 9AZ


Telephone    0870 606 5566

Facsimile      0870 606 5588


enquiries@tsoscotland.com


TSO REPORT FOR SWOP MEETING – 


27th November 2008



The following ASPs and ASP ENs have published between the last SWOP meeting (on 4th September) and 27th November:


ASPs

		2008 6

		Judiciary and Court (Scotland) Act 2008

		9780105901327

		06/11/2008



		2008 7

		Scottish Register of Tartans Act 2008

		9780105913334

		20/11/2008





ASP ENs

		2008 6

		Judiciary and Courts (Scotland) Act 2008

		9780105911166

		11/11/2008



		2008 7

		Scottish Register of Tartans Act 2008

		9780105911173

		24/11/2008





There has been a total of 77 Scottish Statutory Instruments published since the last SWOP meeting. There were 58 corresponding Explanatory Notes uploaded to the OPSI website.


Shona Struthers


Legislation and Parliamentary Publishing Manager

Tel: +44 (0)131 659 7034


Fax: +44 (0)870 606 5588


Email: shona.struthers@tso.co.uk

Web: www.tso.co.uk

Online orders: www.tsoshop.co.uk
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