
Minutes of 4th Annual Meeting, held 2.00pm on Thursday 22 November 2007 in Committee Meeting Room at the Scottish Parliament, Holyrood, Edinburgh

	PRESENT:
	
	
	

	Appleby
	Katherine
	Scottish Parliament
	

	Bourner
	Brian
	Scottish Government
	Secretary

	Brotchie
	Nick
	Scottish Law Commission
	 

	Buchanan
	Neal
	Paisley University
	 

	Carson
	James
	SEPA
	 

	Clark
	Lynda
	SASA
	

	George
	Elliot
	TSO
	 

	Hart
	David
	Dundee University
	 

	Hill
	Paulette
	Historic Scotland
	 

	Laing
	Fiona
	National Library of Scotland
	 Liaison

	Mackie
	Liz
	Aberdeen University
	 

	MacLellan
	Isobel
	Mitchell Library
	 

	McParland
	Fiona
	RR Donnelley
	 

	Mears
	Keith
	Blackwells 
	 

	Munro
	Kay
	Glasgow University
	 

	Paterson
	Lynsey
	RR Donnelley
	 

	Pawsey
	Alan
	OPSI / OQPS
	 

	Phillips
	Robert
	National Library of Wales
	 

	Ryan
	Gareth
	Strathclyde University
	 

	Spratt
	Tori
	Scottish Parliament
	Dep Chair

	Stirrat
	Edna
	Scottish Parliament
	 

	Struthers
	Shona
	TSO
	 

	Usher
	Jan
	National Library of Scotland
	 

	Valenti
	Kirsteen
	Glasgow University
	

	Wilson
	S
	Advocates Library
	 


	APOLOGIES:
	
	

	Evans
	Jill
	National Library of Scotland
	Treasurer

	McAdams
	Alan
	Macroberts
	 

	McHugh
	Elizabeth
	Univ. Highlands and Islands
	 

	Myles
	Fiona
	Edinburgh Central Library
	 

	Peattie
	Janet
	Strathclyde University
	 

	Robinson
	Helen
	Advocates Library
	 

	Ross
	Alison
	Scottish Government
	 

	Stevenson
	Liz
	Edinburgh University
	

	Waldhelm
	Roddy
	Scottish Government
	 

	Wells
	Valerie
	Stirling University
	Chair


1 Minutes of the last Annual Meeting 30 November 2006 and Minutes of last full SWOP meeting 30 August 2007 (both previously circulated)


Approved as a true and correct record

2 Matters Arising from the minutes


Liz Mackie asked if the suggestion of a course about EU publications, suggested at the last AGM was still being considered. Liz told the meeting that she had recently met with someone form SERN (Scottish European Resources Network) who had confirmed that there was little available in the way of training, and she thought it might be useful to try and offer a course jointly with CERN. It was agreed that the Business Committee would consider this proposal.

3 Confirmation of SWOP Officers 


There were no nominations.  Existing officers had agreed to continue except that the Treasurer has indicated a change in responsibilities will likely lead to her retiring from the post before the next annual meeting. Members were asked to contact the Business Committee if they were interested in the post. 

4 Treasurer’s report (previously circulated – Annex 1)


In the Treasurer’s absence the report was presented by the Dep Chair.  It was noted that bursaries had been used to support attendance at courses and seminars and funds remained available for this purpose.

5 Membership report 


It was noted that there were 79 members listed on the SWOP discussion group, additional people having joined during the year.

6 Scottish Parliament report (previously circulated – Annex 2)


Edna Stirrat noted that the MSP photo booklet is being updated to reflect post-election changes in MSPs, a DPF version is available for downloading from the .parliament website..


Edna told the meeting that the new Head of Research and Information, Patsy Richards, had recently taken up her post. 

7 R R Donnelley report (previously circulated – Annex 3)


Lynsey Paterson reported that Scottish Government and Scottish Parliament publications were promoted at the Festival of Libraries which was held in the Assembly Rooms in Edinburgh.  Paulette Hill was also present and made SWOP bookmarks and SWOP leaflets provided available to those visiting the festival.

8 TSO report (previously circulated – Annex 4)


Shona Struthers mentioned numbers of SSIs being issued and the new TSO logo.

9 OQPS report (previously circulated – Annex 5)

9.1 Alan Pawsey noted that legislation and website statistical reports were being issued regularly and were well received.  (Reports for October previously circulated).

9.2 The Statute Law Database (SLD) would be added to the OPSI statute law web site this year giving the public access to current versions of statute law.  Responsibility for the SLD team will transfer to OPSI in April and maintaining the SLD will be a high priority activity in OPSI.  Asked why the SLD was not yet up to date Alan said it related to technical issues but that things would speed up given that OPSI and SLD staff would no longer both need to be working on Tables of Effects etc.

10 SWOP Activities

10.1 The Business Committee continued to meet regularly between full SWOP meetings.

10.2 The ‘Made in Scotland’ seminar had been very successful.  

10.3 There was as yet no reply to a letter sent to the then Scottish Executive highlighting concerns about their publications web site. It was agreed various changes that have occurred since the letter was sent meant that it was no longer worth directly pursuing this issue.

10.4 The SWOP Directory has been fully updated.

10.5 Details of electronic-only Scottish Government publications continue to be posted to the SWOP web site each month.

10.6 SWOP continues to monitor progress on digital archiving of official publications.  It responded to the TNA’s “Maintaining the integrity of the online public face of government” consultation document and considered the output of work co-ordinated by COI.  

10.7 Alan Pawsey welcomed SWOP’s input to the digitization debates and suggested a demonstration of the proposed system for securing the long term access to documents published on government websites at the next SWOP meeting.  This was agreed.

10.8 SWOP continued to make contact with, and share experience with, organisations involved with official publications such as the National Archives of Scotland and SCOOP.  

10.9 A new initiative was to encourage SWOP members to share workplace experience and knowledge as part of the general SWOP meetings and examples to date have included a tour of the Mitchell Library (Isobel MacLellan); an illustrated talk on the background to an NLS digitization project on Indian official publications (Jan Usher); an update on progress being made at the NLS and elsewhere on electronic archiving of official publications (Paul Cunnea).  

11 Future SWOP Activities

11.1 Paulette Hill will share knowledge relating to Historic Scotland at February’s SWOP meeting

11.2 The Made in Scotland seminar will be re-run at Easter.  Neal Buchanan noted that he will not now be able to assist with running this seminar.

11.3 From Parliament Square to Holyrood: historical parliamentary resources will be take place in October

12 Any Other Business


James Carson thanked SWOP members for their help with his internet survey. The results of the survey will be posted on the SWOP web site.

13 Next Meeting:   14 February, Historic Scotland, Longmore House, Edinburgh.

TALK

Emma Armstrong, Scottish Parliament Information Centre (SPICe) presented an illustrated talk on e-democracy, which was very much appreciated and generated a good discussion.

Emma focused on actual and possible developments with the Scottish Parliament’s web site.  She noted that all new technology had to be clearly seen to serve a useful purpose and one aim was decrease the disengagement of the public, especially young people, from politics.

Facilities already introduced included: email addresses for all MSPs; links to their person websites where available; clickable constituency maps; facility to find MSPs by post code; publications available online by the following day; MSP video diaries; online calls for evidence; RSS feeds for press releases and SP business information; video panoramic tours of the SP building; clarity in the FOI(S) publications scheme.

Other facilities tested include; webcasting of parliamentary debates (held online for a month and older video debates archived); podcasting with a monthly package of Holyrood Highlights; discussion forums to support direct feedback and contributions on Members Business debates.

Education section of web site provides resources for children and pupils: games, quizzes, and puzzles; downloadable posters and leaflets.  A known issue was how to get young people to link to this site from YouTube, Facebook etc.  The current election in Australia  involved significant use of social networking sites.

FoI(S) requests focusing on MSP allowances was taking so much time that an Allowances Database had been created to eliminate these requests by allowing easy public access.

E-petitioning was very successful – easy for public to create, comment on, or sign petitions, and all petitions considered by the Petitions Committee.  Electronic services need to reflect government machinery and this seems to have been overlooked at Downing Street, where petitions can be created but are not guaranteed to be considered.  Other countries were now looking at the Scottish system.

Future plans: improvements to Search functionality; facility to book tours of the building online; Ezines and newsletters; alerts; multiple formats and integrated content; improved accessibility, and usability testing.

Challenges: Web 2.0 tools – more effective use of blogs, wikis, and social networking sites – bearing in mind problems experienced with e.g. David Miliband’s blog at Westminster which attracted malicious contributions and where new postings did not address previous responses received; MSP technical awareness; addressing elector disengagement; better explanation of the democratic machinery and processes; danger of raising expectations and being unable to meet them.
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Treasurer’s Report to the Scottish Working Group on Official Publications Annual General Meeting on 22nd November 2007 in the Scottish Parliament. 
The closing balance in the current account is  £4,137.08.

Expenditure from 01.12.06 to 20.11.07 =  £835.14

Travel to SCOOP Seminars                      =   £316.55

Stationery                                                      =   £64.16

Event hire plus catering on 17.04.07    =   £454.43
Income from 01.12.06 to 20.11.07   =        £380.00

Delegate Fees from SWOP Seminars in 7th September 2006 and 17th April 2007.

Jill Evans

SCURL Service Development Manager.

20.11.07
Annex 2
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SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT REPORT TO SWOP AGM – 

22 November 2007


Recess Dates

	
	Recess
	Start Date
	End Date

	2007
	Christmas
	22 December 2007
	4 January 2008

	
	
	
	

	2008
	February
	9 February 2008
	17 February 2008

	
	Spring
	29 March 2008
	13 April 2008

	
	Summer
	28 June 2008
	31 August 2008


Updates to publications

The MSP photo booklet is being updated.  The revised photo booklet is being changed because Shirley-Anne Somerville MSP joined the Scottish Parliament in place of Stefan Tymkewycz who resigned.  The updated version of the MSP photo booklet can be viewed on the Scottish Parliament website.
2003-2004 Bibliography

The printed final Scottish Parliament Bibliography for the period 2003-2004 is currently going through proofing stage with the Information Centre staff.  This publication has been delayed due to circumstances out with our control, although all information contained in it can be accessed on the Scottish Parliaments website pages under our Bibliography pages. 
Staffing

Patsy Richards has joined the Information Centre as the new Head of Research and Information Services in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre.  

Formerly she was company director of MorrisRichards Ltd, who are a small independent research company established in 2004 and based in Aberdeen. She also has previous experience of working in SPICe and the House of Commons Library.
Edna Stirrat

Document Supply Manager

Room CG-01

The Scottish Parliament Information Centre (SPICe)

The Scottish Parliament

Edinburgh

EH99 1SP

Tel:
0131 348 5449

E-mail:
edna.stirrat@scottish.parliament.uk
Annex 3

RR Donnelley Report for SWOP Meeting 22nd November 2007

Scottish Parliament Publications

Since the last SWOP meeting the Scottish Parliament has published the following Bills:

September

1)
Abolition of Bridge Tolls (Scotland) Bill: as introduced. - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 1, 2007 (Session 3)). - 9781406135497 (£0.90)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

· Abolition of Bridge Tolls (Scotland) Bill: explanatory notes. - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 1-EN, 2007 (Session 3)). - 9781406135473 (£2.40)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

· Abolition of Bridge Tolls (Scotland) Bill: policy memorandum. - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 1-PM, 2007 (Session 3)). - 9781406135480 (£1.80)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

October

2)
Graduate Endowment Abolition (Scotland) Bill: as introduced. - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 2, 2007 (Session 3)). - 9781406136715 (£0.60)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

· Graduate Endowment Abolition (Scotland) Bill: explanatory notes (and other accompanying documents). - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 2-EN, 2007 (Session 3)). - 9781406136739 (£1.20)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

· Graduate Endowment Abolition (Scotland) Bill: policy memorandum. - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 2-PM, 2007 (Session 3)). 9781406136722 (£0.90)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

3)
Public Health etc. (Scotland) Bill: as introduced. - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 3, 2007 (Session 3)). - 9781406136883 (£12.00)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

· Public Health etc. (Scotland) Bill: explanatory notes (and other accompanying documents). - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 3 - EN, 2007 (Session 3)). - 9781406136913 (£7.20)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

· Public Health etc. (Scotland) Bill: policy memorandum. - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 3-PM, 2007 (Session 3)). - 9781406136906 (£3.60)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

November

4)
Glasgow Commonwealth Games Bill: as introduced. - Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 4, 2007 (Session 3)). - 9781406137385 (£3.30)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

· Glasgow Commonwealth Games Bill: explanatory notes (and other accompanying documents). - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 4 - EN, 2007 (Session 3)). - 9781406137408 (£3.60)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

· Glasgow Commonwealth Games Bill: policy memorandum. - (Scottish Parliament Bills, SP Bill 4-PM, 2007 (Session 3)). - 9781406137392 (£2.70)


http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/billsInProgress/index.htm   

There has been the normal publication schedule of Written Answers, Business Bulletins and other core documents of the Scottish Parliament.  

Scottish Parliament Bill Bound Volumes

	Job Title
	 


	Page Content
	Cost
	Publication Date

	SPPB 59
	Council of the Law Society of Scotland Bill 2002
	111
	£40.00
	5 June 2007

	SPPB 60
	Salmon & Freshwater Fisheries (Consolidated) (Scotland) Bill 2002
	408
	£55.00
	5 June 2007

	SPPB 61
	Commissioner for Children and Young People (Scotland) Bill 2002
	400
	£50.00
	18 July 2007

	SPPB 62
	Education (School Meals) (Scotland) Bill 2003
	72
	£30.00
	11 September 2007

	SPPB 63
	Primary Medical Services (Scotland) Bill 2003
	510
	£60.00
	11 October 2007

	SPPB 64
	Budget (Scotland) Bill 2004
	82
	£30.00
	11 October 2007

	SPPB 65
	Vulnerable Witnesses (Scotland) Bill 2003
	502
	£60.00
	November 2007

	SPPB 66
	Education (Additional Support for Learning) (Scotland) Bill 2003 Volume 1
	718
	£125.00

(2 vol. set)
	November 2007

	SPPB 66
	Education (Additional Support for Learning) (Scotland) Bill 2003 Volume 2
	420
	£125.00

(2 vol. set)
	November 2007

	SPPB 67
	Criminal Procedure (Amendment) (Scotland) Bill 2003
	882
	£75.00
	December 2007

	SPPB 68
	Nature Conservation (Scotland) Bill 2003
	972
	tbc
	December 2007

	SPPB 69
	National Health Service Reform (Scotland) Bill 2003
	500
	£55.00
	December 2007

	SPPB 70
	Antisocial Behaviour etc. (Scotland) Bill 2003
	tbc
	tbc
	January 2008

	SPPB 71
	Local Governance (Scotland) Bill 2003
	702
	tbc
	February 2008

	SPPB 72
	Tenements (Scotland) Bill 2004
	tbc
	tbc
	February 2008

	SPPB 73
	School Education (Ministerial Powers and Independent Schools) (Scotland) Bill 2004
	tbc
	tbc
	March 2008

	SPPB 74
	Breastfeeding etc. (Scotland) Bill 2003
	tbc
	tbc
	March 2008

	SPPB 75
	Emergency Workers (Scotland) Bill 2004
	tbc
	tbc
	March 2008

	SPPB 76
	Water Services etc. (Scotland) Bill 2004
	tbc
	tbc
	April 2008

	SPPB 77
	Budget  (Scotland) (No. 2) Bill 2005
	tbc
	tbc
	April 2008

	SPPB 78
	Fire (Scotland) Bill 2004
	tbc
	tbc
	May 2008

	SPPB 79
	Further and Higher education (Scotland) Bill 2004
	tbc
	tbc
	May 2008

	SPPB 80
	Gaelic Language (Scotland) Bill 2004
	tbc
	tbc
	May 2008


Scottish Government Publications

Given the large number of Scottish Government titles published since the last SWOP meeting, I have not listed them all here.  However, as well as being published on the Scottish Government website, all titles appear on the RR Donnelley Scottish Official Daily Listing, which many of you are already receiving.  

The following table provides an indication of the number of printed and online Scottish Government publications published between September – November 2007. 

	
	Printed
	Online

	September


	38
	87

	October


	36
	79

	November (as at 20/11/07)


	24
	60


*Online statistics include both Web-only publications and those produced in both electronic and printed formats.  

If you, or any colleagues, are not currently receiving the RR Donnelley Daily, Weekly or Monthly Listings and would like to be added to the contacts list, please contact registerdetails@rrd.com.  
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TSO Scotland

71 Lothian Road

Edinburgh

EH3 9AZ

Telephone    0870 606 5566
Facsimile      0870 606 5588

enquiries@tsoscotland.com

TSO REPORT FOR SWOP MEETING – 

22nd November 2007


1. The following Asps and Asp ENs have published between the last SWOP meeting, on 30th August, and 22nd November 2007:

ASPs: None

ASP ENs:

	2007 4
	Adoption and Children (Scotland) Act 2007
	11/09/2007


There have been 119 Scottish Statutory Instruments and 1 Statutory Instrument published since the last SWOP meeting.  There were 92 corresponding Explanatory Notes uploaded to the OPSI website.

2. Following on from the merger with Williams Lea at the beginning of the year there has been a recent re-branding of TSO, an example of the new logo can be seen above.

Shona Struthers

Legislation and Parliamentary Publishing Manager
Tel: +44 (0)131 659 7034

Fax: +44 (0)870 606 5588

Email: shona.struthers@tso.co.uk
Web: www.tso.co.uk

Online orders: www.tsoshop.co.uk
Annex 5
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Office of the Queen’s Printer for Scotland 

1. Report for the SWOP meeting to be held on 22 November 2007

________________________________

This report supplements the OPSI/OQPS Legislation and Website Reports which have already been circulated 

1.
Explanatory Notes to ASPs

1.2
Despite discussions with the Scottish Executive, ten Explanatory Notes to ASPs remain outstanding but we will continue our efforts to ensure they are published.
2. 
OQPS Website Development

2.1
As detailed in our last report, the new OQPS website (www.oqps.gov.uk) went live on 8 August and similar improvements have also been made to the OPSI website for all primary legislation. Work is still continuing on improvements to UK secondary legislation which will be applied to 2007 SIs by the end of November. Statute Law Database content should be loaded on to the OPSI website by the end of the year.

2.2
The OPSI website is currently running a ‘new style legislation’ survey and we would like to invite your comments:

(www.opsi.gov.uk/survey/survey.php?surveyid=6).
3.
Edinburgh Gazette

3.1
The new Gazettes website launched in October with all of the available material we hold added. A meeting is being held with the National Library of Scotland this week to look at ways of filling some of the gaps in the collection. 

4.
Power of Information

4.1
Also on the OPSI website is a new discussion forum which has been set up for users to discuss the development of a new re-use request web-based service, which is being built to deliver recommendation 8 from the Power of Information Review (www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/upload/assets/www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/strategy/power_information.pdf). 

Your views and comments are welcomed. The discussion forum can be found at: 

www.opsi.gov.uk/forums/forums/index.asp.

5.
Public Access Scheme Funding

5.1
OPSI published a report on Public Access Scheme Funding 2006/7 in September and this can be found on the OPSI website at:

www.opsi.gov.uk/official-publications/public-library-access-scheme/pas-report-2006-7.pdf
Alan Pawsey

Office of the Queen’s Printer for Scotland

22 November 2007


