
SCOTTISH WORKING GROUP ON OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS

Minutes of the SWOP meeting held on Thursday 27th November 2003 at 2.00pm in the

Board Room, National Library of Scotland, George IV Bridge,  Edinburgh

Present:

David Hart (University of Dundee) (Chairman); 




Nick Brotchie (Scottish Law Commission) (Treasurer); 




Paulette Hill (Historic Scotland)(Secretary); 




Lynda Clark (Scottish Agricultural Science Agency);




Eric Dickson, (National Library of Scotland);




Lynn Irvine (Glasgow Caledonian University);




Morag Kyle (Edinburgh City Libraries); 




Anne Martin (Scottish Executive Information and Library and Information Services);  Liz Mackie (Aberdeen University); 




Kay Munro (Glasgow University); 



Fiona Myles (Edinburgh City Libraries); 



Steven Tallach (Scottish Parliament);


Lesley Torun (OQPS/HMSO); Keith Walker (Napier University);



Jan Usher (National Library of Scotland, Official Publications Unit); Peter Wellburn (National Library of Scotland);




Valerie Wells (University of Stirling)

1. Apologies:  
Brian Bourner, Jane Mackenzie (SELIS); 




Margaret Dowling (Edinburgh University Library); 





Cathy Ferguson (Heriot Watt University); 




Isobel Maclellan (Mitchell Library); 





Michael Roberts (University of Strathclyde); 




Alison Ross (Scottish Executive, Publications Manager); 




Frank Story (St Andrews University);  




Steven Tallach (Scottish Parliament); 




Sharron Wilson (Advocates Library)

The Chairman welcomed Keith Walker and Jan Usher to the meeting as new SWOP 

Representatives and asked everyone to introduce themselves in turn around the table.

2.
Minutes of the previous meeting (3rd September 2003)

The minutes were approved as a true and correct record.

3.
Matters arising

Re Item 3   -   Draft letters on electronic publishing

[There had not been time to draft two separate letters about issues concerning electronic 

publishing].




Action:  Secretary

4.
Financial statement

N. Brotchie, SWOP Treasurer, reported that the current balance stood at £2,941.13.    

The catering bill for £104 for the FOI seminar had been paid.  The invoice for £60 for 

the hire of the Wolfson Technology Resource Centre had not yet been received and was 

still due for payment.

5.
Scottish Parliament

The report had already been tabled and appears as an annex to the minutes.

There was some discussion about the proposed revamp of the Scottish Parliament website.  K. Munro expressed some concerns about problems with the search engine, and access being blocked for a while, and that the format of the home page had changed recently without any forewarning.  S. Tallach said that there would be consultation when a major revamp occurred.  

It was decided that it would be useful for SWOP to gather experiences and coordinate a response.  F. Myles suggested that it might be best to write first to the webmaster and ask if someone could come along and give a live presentation to SWOP.

It was agreed that the Secretary should invite the Scottish Parliament webmaster, 

Hazel Martin, to the next SWOP meeting in February to give a demonstration of the existing website and proposed revamp, as SWOP wished to contribute to the rebuilding of the web.  It was proposed that the demonstration should be given at the beginning of the next meeting, and that the group could then discuss the issue further afterwards.   
Action:  Secretary 

S. Tallach said he would ask H. Martin if and when she would be free in February and would check for availability of a Scottish Parliament Committee room, preferably on a Thursday afternoon,  such as 19th February 2004,  so he could make a booking and comfirm this to P. Hill.




Action:  S. Tallach, P. Hill

D. Hart asked if the proposed Publications Unit would have links with SPICe.  S. Tallach said that Tori Spratt would be moving into the Unit, iwhch might belong to a different directorate, but that close links would still be maintained with SPICe.

6.
TSO

The report had already been tabled and appears as an annex to the minutes.

It was noted that the Scottish Parliament CD ROM would be out on 3rd December 2003 but that the team were not making any announcements about any future editions.  K. Munro remarked that the cost seemed to be prohibitive.  N. Brotchie asked if the CD Rom would be cumulative, or just produced on a year-by-year basis but this was not yet established.  

V. Wells suggested that an email should be sent to Grant Laing asking him to confirm the coverage, when the next edition would be out, would it be cumulative, and would it be possible to arrange a trial demonstration.

Action:  P. Hill

E. Dickson said that under the new copyright legislation the CD ROM could be claimed under legal deposit.  D. Hart reminded the group that the hard copy was not the corrected version.  This could be obtained on the web and later on the CD ROM.  TSO should also be asked if they had thought about producing an alternative online version on a subscription paid basis which was cumulative, as this would be more up to date.  This could be raised at the next SWOP meeting.



Action:  K. Munro
7.
OQPS/HMSO

The report had already been tabled and appears as an annex to the minutes.

Advisory Panel on Crown Copyright – D. Hart referred to a letter of 19th September 2003 which had been received from their Secretary, Thomas Papworth, asking if anyone was interested in representing Scotland and Scottish interests on the Panel.  A. Martin said that Jane Mackenzie (Scottish Executive Library) was currently acting under a holding role, but thought it more appropriate to hand over to someone else as the Panel had a broader remit.  

L. Torun said that further information, and a full list of Panel members would be found on the APCC website at http://www.hmso.gov.uk/apcc/recruitment.htm
It was agreed that the Secretary should remind SWOP members again, and that members themselves could forward the details to anyone who might be interested.  




Action:  P. Hill, All SWOP members

D. Hart remarked that the OQPS website usage looked impressive.  L. Torun said that a reminder had gone out to direct users from the HMSO to the OQPS website.

8.
Revitalising SWOP

At the September SWOP meeting it was agreed that the following action should be taken:

1.  Draw up a remit and constitution for SWOP .  A constitution had been obtained from the Scottish Law Librarians Group, and one was still due from SCOOP.  It had already been suggested that these could be used these as a basis.

Action:  P. Hill  

J. Usher said that she had written a dissertation at the University of Strathclyde on SCURL sub-groups back to 1988 but did not remember any mention of a SWOP constitution. She agreed to extract the pages on SWOP and send a copy as a .pdf file to the Secretary.  D. Hart said this would also be useful for the SWOP archives.

Action:  J. Usher

K. Munro said she would ask Gordon Anderson at Glasgow University if he had any papers.  

E. Dickson said he would check the SWOP directory to see if there was anything there.




Action:  K Munro, E. Dickson
A. Martin and K. Munro suggested that a special brainstorming session should be held to discuss the issue.

2.   Widen SWOP membership - to include those responsible for publications policy (eg. bodies such as SEPA, SE Statistics branch, banks, law firms, financial institutions) as well as representatives from other relevant groups.  It was agreed that this should be put on the back burner until the remit and constitution was established.

3.  Increase use of the SWOP mailing list   - P. Hill had contacted L. Mackie and J. Peattie in order to ensure that JISC SWOP mailing list could be used.  In J. Peattie’s absence it was reported that she had resolved some technical issues and had updated the list, and that individuals could now join the list.  There were now two list-owners, J. Peattie and P. Hill.  The Chairman recorded thanks to J. Peattie on behalf of SWOP members.

It was acknowledged that some people on the list were representatives and some were corresponding associates.  The mailing list lcoujd be used as a channel for communication between meetings and for queries on official publications.  A. Martin suggested that it might eventually be necessary to have two lists, one for issues, and one for minutes.  It was agreed that P. Hill should check who was on the SWOP JISC mailing list.  V. Wells suggested that a small sub-group could be set up to meet to discuss (at a meeting or by or email)  each other, a draft remit / constitution for SWOPand then circulate the suggestions, and bring them to the next SWOP meeting in Spring 2004 for formal approval.
Action:  P. Hill, V. Wells

4.  Revamp the SWOP website – J. Peattie had spoken to Dennis Nicholson at the University of Strathclyde and he had confirmed that they maintained control of uploading of  SWOP content onto the website.  K. Munro had spoken to the Glasgow University Director of library services and had been told that withdrawal of SWOP from SCURL would lead to the shutdown of the SWOP website.  However, it could be hosted on the Glasgow University website in the interim if required.  Also, SCURL did not have any objections if SWOP wished to affiliate to another group such as CILIPS.  

After some discussion it was agreed that there were advantages of staying with SCURL as this gave the Group more clout and SWOP could be more effective as a lobbying body.  It was agreed that it would be useful to take up the offer of free space on the Glasgow University’s website in the interim.  However, SWOP could go ahead and register its own domain name.  This would cost about £150 for two years and there were sufficient funds to cater for this.  Server space might also eventually have to be paid for.  K. Munro said she would check to see if a suitable name was available.  The Treasurer, N. Brotchie should be kept informed of any decisions and action taken on this.    Action:  K. Munro, N. Brotchie
K. Munro also suggested that one of the first jobs would be to update the SWOP directory of official publications.  A small sub-group could be set up of those who had already expressed an interest in re-vamping the SWOP website.  It would be useful to put the list of SWOP members and Committee contacts on.
  
Action:  K. Munro, V. Wells  

5.  Increase publicity - eg. by website, new SWOP leaflet, articles in Information Scotland, Scottish Law Librarians GroupNewsletter, stand at CILIPS Branch Group Day …

It was agreed that a letter should be sent to Chris Bailey of Glasgow University, referring to K. Munro’s enquiries, and thanking her for her kind offer of space on the website for SWOP pages.




Action:  P. Hill

SWOP logo – D. Hart said that he wished to record his thanks on behalf of SWOP to 

G. Laing and TSO for producing various formats for a new SWOP logo.  P. Hill also agreed to email G. Laing to thank him on behalf of SWOP.  The sample logos were distributed at the meeting and a vote was taken on which was the favourite.  The vote was overwhelming for a design which included the Saltire.

Action: P. Hill

6. Guidance and training on official publications - informal advice, training courses/seminars

It was acknowledged that this linked in with the item on future activities in the agenda.

7.  Re-investigation of SWOP’s link with SCURL – It was acknowledged that there were no benefits to disassociation with USCRL, although it was decided to move the main website away.  It was agreed to write to SCURL saying that the issue had been discussed and that SWOP wished to remain affiliated, but wanted to move the website in order to gain greater flexibility, but would look forward to a long and fruitful relationship with SCURL.  






Action:  P. Hill

Further discussion on affiliation to other groups could be decided at a later date.

8.  Re-launch SWOP - Plan an event to re-launch SWOP   It was agreed that the suggestion of hosting a one day seminar on a topic like Census information would be very useful and would mean a move away from a legal bias, and could appeal to a broad sector.  V. Wells said that she was happy to draft an e-mail and use the mailing list to ask members for ideas for events, and to co-ordinate the responses.   


Action:  V. Wells

D. Hart asked if volunteers could feed in ideas on speakers and topics to K. Munro in order to try and arrange the launch for end of March/early April.  These could include speakers for example, from Scottish Executive on statistics, Scottish Enterprise, and preferably from others outwith the academic sector.  K. Munro said that there was a lot of free information on the web which could provide useful background and lists of potential speakers.  The event should be a chargeable event and could run from mid-morning, with a break for a buffet lunch, and should finish by 4.30pm at the latest. 
Action:  Liz Mackie / K. Munro  /All SWOP members
It was also agreed that a further one-day seminar should be planned for autumn 2004, possibly in collaboration with the Scottish Law Librarians Group, on Electronic Sources of UK Legislation (along the lines of a similar seminar held last year in England by SCOOP and BIALL). D. Hart and N. Brotchie would float the proposal at a forthcoming SLLG meeting on 4 December.   


Action: D. Hart, N. Brotchie
8. Liaise with EU groups - use contacts within SWOP.  This would be decided at a later date.






Action:  K. Munro

9.
Events and future activities

Seminar on Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 
The SWOP seminar, Understanding freedom of information, had been held in the 

Wolfson Technology Resource Centre,  Edinburgh University Library, on  the afternoon of

Thursday 16th October 2003. and had proved to be a successful event.  Forty people attended with over 50% from the government sector, about 20% each from the national and academic sectors, and the remainder dispersed between legal, public, local government, and the commercial sectors.  

Tim Ellis, Head of the Scottish Executive FOI Unit, gave an overview on information rights issues, and was followed by Catherine Sclater from the Office of the Scottish Information Commissioner, who spoke about their role and the timetable involved.  Sally Jones, Head of E-Services, HMSO, spoke on the Information Asset Register, and Alan Pawsey, Head of Publishing Services, HMSO spoke about their role in FOI issues.  Finally,

Elizabeth Scott-Wilson, Director, Advisory Services, TSO spoke about technical issues involved.   There was then ample time for discussion and questions.  The event was free for attendees with costs being borne by SWOP.  

Census information  would be the theme for the Spring seminar/re-launch of SWOP, as already detailed under Item 8.

Statute Law Database – this might be available in June 2004, and if so, could tie in neatly with the proposed seminar on electronic legislation. An event could be held on this later in the year.
10.
AOCB

Votes on proceedings – P. Wellburn said that NLS used to bind these but that they  were infrequently used.  It was suggested that they could be split up and boxed.  It was suggested that P. Wellburn could post this query and get views from others on the SWOP JISC mailing list.




Action: P. Wellburn

11.
Date of next meeting

The next SWOP meeting would be held on Thursday 19th February 2004 at 2.00pm in the Committee Room, Scottish Parliament, George IV Bridge, Edinburgh.
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