
SCOTTISH WORKING GROUP ON OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS

Minutes of the SWOP meeting held on Thursday 5th June 2003 at 2.00pm in the

Link Corridor Meeting Room, Mitchell Library, Glasgow.

Present:
David Hart (University of Dundee), (Chairman); 
Nick Brotchie (Scottish Law Commission) (Treasurer); Brian Bourner, Anne Martin (Scottish Executive); 



Ian Crossland (Napier University); Margaret Dowling (University of Edinburgh); Morag Kyle, Fiona Myles (Edinburgh City Libraries);



Grant Laing (TSO); Fiona Laing, Peter Wellburn (National Library of  Scotland); Isobel MacLellan (Mitchell Library); Hilda McNae (University of Abertay);  Kay Munro  (Glasgow University); Alan Pawsey (OQPS/HMSO);  Janet Peattie (University of Strathclyde); Aubrey Reilly (Glasgow Caledonian University); Valerie Wells (University of Stirling)

1. Apologies: Lynda Clark (Scottish Agricultural Science Agency); Eric Dickson (National Library of Scotland); Paulette Hill (Historic Scotland)(Secretary); 



Jane Mackenzie (Scottish Executive); Michael Roberts (University of Strathclyde); Alison Ross (Scottish Executive, Publications Manager); 



Frank Story (St Andrews University); Roddy Waldhelm (Scottish Executive. Government Legal Service for Scotland)

2.
Minutes of the previous meeting (27th March 2003)

The minutes were approved as a true and correct record.

3.
Matters arising

All matters were covered under the items on the agenda.

4.
Financial statement

N. Brotchie, SWOP Treasurer, reported that the correct balance stood at £3,046.59.

5.
Scottish Parliament

As there was no-one in attendance from the Scottish Parliament, there was no report under this item.  However members noted that the new Parliament web site had dropped Official Report volume numbers.  There had also been changes to the URL links of the previous parliament documents and that this had happened without warning.  D. Hart agreed to email SPICE and point out any anomalies.

Action: Chairman

6.
TSO

Scottish Executive publications list: G. Laing reported back from the previous meeting, that the Scottish Executive publications list did provide the URL of the publication, along with the bibliographic details. 

Bound volumes of Bills - G. Laing said that Vols 15-19 are in progress and should be  published over the next month.  

Annual Report of the Scottish Parliament 2002-2003 is due for publication by the end of June.  It will be published in both English and Gaelic.

Acts of the Scottish Parliament 2002 - were due out later in 2003

Scottish Statutory Instruments 2001 -  Annual editions were nearing final print stage

UK Statutory Instruments 2000, Part 3 - had now been published

UK Statutory Instruments 2001, Part 1 - was expected to be published by end of April 2003

UK Statutory Instruments 2001, Part 2 - was expected to be out by early summer 2003

UK Statutory Instruments 2002             - should be out by the end of 2003

Scottish Parliament Archive CD - There has been a delay in the production of the CD due to software editing problems and it will be August or September before it is available.  The price is still to be determined. 

7.
OQPS/HMSO

HMSO Website - The HMSO website has been relaunched with improved searching capability especially for legislation.  It is planned to extend these improvements to the OQPS website.  Scottish legislation can still be found on the HMSO website, although again it is planned to move it to the OQPS site. 

Acts of the Scottish Parliament 2001 - will be published by the end of June 

Acts of the Scottish Parliament 2002 - were due out in October 2003

Acts of the Scottish Parliament 2003 - were due out in June 2004.
Scottish Statutory Instruments 2000 -  Annual editions due out in July.

Scottish Statutory Instruments 2001 - Annual editions are due in September/October.

It is hoped that the September/October dates will be maintained on annual basis.

An Advisory Panel on Crown Copyright is being set up, chaired by Richard Susskind.  Howard Picton, secretary of Scoop will represent CILIP on the Panel.

Chronological table of the Statutes

2000 - This was published in April 2003 as expected.  However, there were now no plans to produce a chronological table for 2002 or beyond.  No resources had been set aside for this service.  

Statute Law Database - A. Pawsey reported that there had been no progress on the database since the last meeting. The data is there but the software system is currently being updated and developed and is not yet ready for public distribution.   The data will be handed over to the Statutes Public Office by the end of July.

D. Hart expressed concern that printed volumes supplying core material were being phased out in favour of electronic products which were not even available as yet.  Statutes in Force had disappeared over a decade ago and the community had been waiting on the Statute Law Database for over 12 years.  Now it appears that the Chronological Table of Statutes is to disappear.  This issue is of great concern to SWOP as these are fundamental publications.  There is no database on Scottish Law provided by the private sector and it was becoming more difficult to trace legislation.  There is a history of hard copy sources disappearing without any electronic substitute materialising.

A. Pawsey reported that in a consultation on whether users preferred online or printed sources, there had been a mixed response with over 57% saying that they still had a use for the printed sources.

Civil Service yearbook - This has now been published and is linked to a web version which will be updated regularly.

Access to European Documents -  HMSO are currently investigating to see whether the free sources for European information and legislation are meeting people's needs.  K. Munro said that SPEARHEAD was good but what is missing is the link from UK legislation to European legislation.

Index to Statutes - N. Brotchie asked if there were any plans to bring these up to date, but it was reported that the Statute Law Database was seen as a replacement for that.

8.
Electronic-only publishing

P. Hill had drafted a letter regarding electronic publishing and this has been circulated to members of SWOP for comment.  [Copy attached to minutes]  SWOP members were invited to send their comments or additions to D. Hart and he would incorporate any amendments before sending the letter. The problem of changing URLs and the need to archive both print and electronic information were stressed. B. Bourner reported that this would be an opportune moment to submit the letter as the Scottish Executive were in the process of 

re-tendering for their print contract. 


Action:  Chairman, Secretary





9.
Future activities

Seminar on Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act

It was agreed to hold a Freedom of Information seminar in October in either Edinburgh or Glasgow.   D. Hart would contact Kevin Dunion Scottish Information Commissioner for Scotland about his availability.  It was agreed to also approach Tim Ellis, Head of the Scottish Executive FOI Unit.  D. Hart would contact members of SWOP with further details.  





Action:  Chairman, Secretary

10.
AOCB

(i)
New Convenor/Chair

D. Hart reiterated his intention of demitting the chair and convenorship of SWOP, as indicated through a recent email to SWOP members.  He asked members to think about this for the next meeting and hoped that a volunteer would come forward at the next meeting.  He also raised the issue of the SWOP remit and agenda.  This triggered a discussion on the future of SWOP and how proactive it should be.  The discussion was wide-ranging and covered a number of points including:

 (i) TSO, OQPS and other reports should be tabled before the meeting.  This would aid more useful discussion and also allow for requested feedback on issues raised. (P. Wellburn, 

M. Kyle)

(ii) Use mailing list more regularly (A.  Pawsey)
(iii) Should look at the Group and consider its future.  There were now fewer specialists in the group and the whole structure of the group should be examined. ( M. Dowling)

(iv) K. Munro's impression is that the group's focus has become narrower recently with European and statistical information appearing to take a back seat.  She highlighted the problem Census 2001 publication, which is a more imminent problem for practitioners on the ground than the Freedom of Information Act. There is much confusion due to the fact that three separate institutions are producing census material.  A. Pawsey said that often the consequences of such decisions are not fully thought through and that often if organisations like SWOP and SCOOP can highlight problems early on then they can be influenced. 

It was agreed that a meeting should be held in August (Note:  Date since changed to 

3rd September 2003), where the main item of business would be to review the remit and structure of the group.  It was also agreed to consider holding an event on 

Census information.

    

Action:  Chairman, Secretary

11.
Date of next meeting

The next SWOP meeting would be held on Wednesday 3rd September 2003 at 2.00pm in the Seminar Room, Glasgow Caledonian University Library, Cowcaddens Road, Glasgow.

Note:  Please note the change of date to Wednesday 3rd September 2003. 

SWOP minutes 050603.doc

PAGE  
4

