
SCOTTISH WORKING GROUP ON OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS

Minutes of the SWOP meeting held on Wednesday 3rd September 2003 at 2.00pm in the

Seminar Room, Glasgow Caledonian University, Cowcaddens Road,  Glasgow.

Present:

David Hart (University of Dundee) (Chairman); 




Nick Brotchie (Scottish Law Commission) (Treasurer); 




Paulette Hill (Historic Scotland)(Secretary); 




Lynda Clark (Scottish Agricultural Science Agency);




Eric Dickson, (National Library of Scotland);




Lynn Irvine (Glasgow Caledonian University);




Morag Kyle (Edinburgh City Libraries); 





Grant Laing, Vicki McGee (TSO); 




Hilda McNae (University of Abertay); 




Anne Martin (Scottish Executive

Library and Information Services); Kay Munro  (Glasgow University); 
Alan Pawsey (OQPS/HMSO);  Janet Peattie (University of Strathclyde); 




Jean Smith (Scottish Parliament); 




Roddy Waldhelm (Scottish Executive, Government Legal Service for Scotland); Peter Wellburn (National Library of Scotland);




Valerie Wells (University of Stirling)

1. Apologies:  
Brian Bourner, Jane Mackenzie (SELIS); 




Margaret Dowling (Edinburgh University Library); 





Cathy Ferguson (Heriot Watt University); 




Isobel Maclellan (Mitchell Library); 




Liz Mackie (University of Aberdeen); 




Michael Roberts (University of Strathclyde); 




Alison Ross (Scottish Executive, Publications Manager); 




Frank Story (St Andrews University);  




Steven Tallach (Scottish Parliament); 




Keith Walker (Napier University);




Sharron Wilson (Advocates Library)

There had been several changes in representation, due to retirals or members moving to other 

responsibilities, as follows:

Louise Moyes had handed over to Sharron Wilson (Advocates Library)

Aubrey Reilly had handed over to Lynn Irvine (Glasgow Caledonian University)

Shirleen Craig had handed over to Cathy Ferguson (Heriot Watt University)

Ian Crossland had handed over to Keith Walker (Napier University)

Chris Milne had handed over to Hilda McNae (University of Abertay)

Two new members had joined as corresponding associates - Sue Sandeman, 

Knowledge Manager, Crown Office Library, and Edith Wemyss,  Edinburgh City Libraries

The Secretary had recently sent out an updated membership list.

2.
Minutes of the previous meeting (5th June 2003)

The minutes were approved as a true and correct record.

3.
Matters arising

Re Item 8   -   Draft letter on electronic publishing

The Chairman reported that some minor amendments and changes of emphasis had been 

been made and distributed to the Group.  The main issue now was, was this the right time to send the letter, and to whom should it be sent.  The original intention had been to send it to the Scottish Executive and to the Scottish Parliament.  J. Smith said that she thought that the letter was confusing in that it tried to deal with the archiving of electronic publishing and with legal deposit legislation. 

It was therefore decided that the text should be split into two separate letters, one of which should mention digital object identifiers (DOIs).  A. Pawsey said that the librarian’s problem concerned archiving and that a senior policy decision would need to be taken within the Scottish Executive regarding electronic publications.  P. Wellburn said that there was a proposal to set up an electronic server, but that the British Library had been experiencing problems with this.  The SE Publications Manager and the Scottish Parliament were due to meet later in September to discuss these concerns.  It was acknowledged that this would have to be taken up on behalf of MSPs, as it was a wider issue.   Action:  P. Hill


A. Pawsey said that an interim report on government communications was shortly due to be put onto the web.  He suggested that a letter should be framed on a more general basis, rather than just mention the Scottish Executive.  The letter could be sent to Douglas Alexander at the Cabinet Office.  SCOOP were apparently liaising with CILIP, to get them to send a letter.  A. Martin agreed to come up with a suitable recipient for the letter, who would deal with the 

Scottish Executive, and to email the details to P. Hill.  The contact on the legal deposit side would be Frank Macaveety, MSP.

Action: A. Martin

[Note:  Since the meeting A. Martin had emailed P. Hill with a suitable recipient - the Minister for Finance and Public Services, Andy Kerr, MSP].

Re Item 10 -  Convenership of SWOP

The Chairman said that he had raised this at previous meetings, and had asked if anyone was interested in taking on the convenership of SWOP.  He had discussed the matter with 

Kay Munro, and she had agreed that if no one else came forward, that she would be willing to take over the convenership from January 2004.  D. Hart said that he wished to express his gratitude on behalf of himself and SWOP members to K. Munro for taking on this role.  Her responsibility in  dealing with a wide range of official publications would be invaluable experience to offer to SWOP.

Re Item 5 - Scottish Parliament: changes to URL links

J. Smith said that changes to URL links on the Scottish Parliament website had caused problems.  She had no direct control but would suggest to the internet steering team that this should be looked at and rectified.

Action:  J. Smith

4.
Financial statement

N. Brotchie, SWOP Treasurer, reported that the correct balance stood at £3,054.36.  

£0.63 interest had been received from the Clydesdale Bank, after  the account had been

switched to the Bank of Scotland.  R Waldhelm asked how SWOP generated income. 

N Brotchie replied that this was primarily from training courses and seminars.  D Hart 

added that the forthcoming FOI seminar would however, be a free event.

5.
Scottish Parliament

J. Smith said that it had been quiet on the publishing front due to the recess period.  However, publication would take off again shortly when the Parliament re-opened.  The Procedures Committee was currently looking at the First Minister’s Question Time and this might have an impact on the format of the Official Report.

6.
TSO

The report had already been tabled and appears as an annex to the minutes.

It was noted that the last sentence of paragraph 6 of the report should read ‘Additionally it contains a complete title index.’

R. Waldhelm said that he had already raised his concerns with TSO about the cost of bound

Scottish Statutory Instruments, which have been priced at £1090.  G. Laing said that TSO were aware of this, but that the same pricing model was used for Scotland as that used for the United Kingdom.  D. Hart said that this would cause problems, as his library had not budgeted for this increase.  They might have to abandon using the TSO Select service.  

7.
OQPS/HMSO

The report had already been tabled and appears as an annex to the minutes.

Certain issues were clarified about the report.

A Pawsey then gave a verbal update on the following:  

Statute Law Database - A. Pawsey reported it was hoped that the new system should be ready and publicly available for use by June 2004.  At the moment 2003 data was not being added, and it was acknowledged that this might be causing some problems for users.

8.
Revitalising SWOP

After considerable discussion it was agreed that the following action should be taken:

1.  Draw up a remit and constitution for SWOP .  Obtain constitutions from SCOOP and from the Scottish Law Librarians Group and use these as a basis.     Action:  P. Hill, R. Waldhelm

2.   Widen SWOP membership - to include those responsible for publications policy (eg. bodies such as SEPA, SE Statistics branch, banks, law firms, financial institutions) as well as representatives from other relevant groups.

3.  Increase use of the SWOP mailing list   - P. Hill would contact Liz Mackie to ensure that JISC SWOP mailing list can be used.  J. Peattie had indicated that she would be willing to act as SWOP listowner once the technical problems had been sorted.
Action: P. Hill, J. Peattie
4.  Re-vamp the SWOP website - K. Munro agreed to speak to Dennis Nicholson about this.  She would arrange to produce some text for SWOP and put it into html format and send to SCURL to mount.  A sub-group could be set up and would report back to SWOP within the next six months.  Other sub-groups could be set up, as necessary, to look at publicity and the constitution.  G. Laing said that TSO could probably offer assistance.  V. Wells also offered to help.



Action:  K. Munro, G. Laing, V. Wells

5.  Increase publicity - eg. by website, new SWOP leaflet, articles in Information Scotland, Scottish Law Librarians Newsletter, stand at CILIPS Branch Group Day …

6. Guidance and training on official publications - informal advice, training courses/seminars

7.  Re-investigation of SWOP’s link with SCURL - re funding, identity etc. by raising this with Cate Newton.


  
Action:  P. Wellburn

8.  Re-launch SWOP - Plan an event to re-launch SWOP (eg. Census; annual introduction to official publications).  V. Wells said that she was happy to draft an email and use the mailing list to ask members for ideas for events, and to co-ordinate the responses.   Action:  V. Wells

8. Liaise with EU groups - use contacts within SWOP.  This would be decided at a later date.






Action:  K. Munro

9.
Future activities

Seminar on Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 
The Wolfson Suite, Edinburgh University Library had been booked for 

Thursday 16th October 2003  for the Freedom of Information afternoon seminar, and would run from 2 - 4 pm. D. Hart had made arrangements for three speakers. Kevin Dunion, Scottish Information Commissioner for Scotland, or another speaker from his office, would give a general overview.   Tim Ellis, Head of the Scottish Executive FOI Unit, would speak on FOI for the public sector, and Sally Jones, Head of E-Services, TSO, would speak on the Information Asset Register.  There would then be time for discussion and questions.  Refreshments would be provided prior to the seminar.  The event would be free.  D Hart would produce a notice and summary of the event and would publicise  it via various mailing lists.




Action:  Chairman, Secretary 

G. Laing said that Liz Scott Wilson, who dealt with FOI issues in TSO  would be happy to field questions from the floor.  J. Smith also agreed to ask someone who dealt with FOI issues at the Scottish Parliament.

Action:  G. Laing, J. Smith

D. Hart said that he would draft a summary notice giving details of the FOI seminar, giving P. Hill as the contact name, and would post these to relevant mailing lists.   Action:  D. Hart

Census information and Publications Schemes were other topics that would be the basis for events in 2004, or for a later date.

10.
AOCB

There was no other business.

11.
Date of next meeting

The next SWOP meeting would be held on Thursday 27th November 2003 at 2.00pm in the Board Room, National Library of Scotland, George IV Bridge, Edinburgh
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